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Love’s Wisdom 
By J. C. Crowell 


AR-SEEING, Love, not blind; 
Beside it dull are proved all mortal eyes, 
Response it oft will find 
Within a glance none other could surprise. 


True beauty that escapes 6 


The careless, Love is always sure to see ; 
The grief a forced smile drapes 
Detect and soothe with quiet sympathy. 


Love notes that strength is less, 

And, waiting not, bestows the needed aid ; | 
When one has sought success, 

But, failing, bitter grows, Love sin has stayed. 


Far-seeing, Love, not blind ; 

Like God it penetrates the secret thought, 
Reads true the loved one’s mind,— 

Yea, comprehends whate’er with need is fraught! 


AMHERST, Mass, 








Inefficiency’s Apology 

Pressure of other duties never yet kept a man 
from doing anything that he ought to do. The big- 
gest men know this, and offer no excuses for uncom- 
pleted or tardy work. They have learned how to do 
the things that ought to be done, and to do them on 
time ; and if anything that ought to have been done 
is not done, they know that it is their own fault,—not 
the pressure of other duties. They make no apolo- 
gies ‘‘for not having given as much time to this 
thing as I should like to have given.’’ But the ineffi- 
cient man is constantly explaining that ‘‘ the reason I 
do not give more time to things is not because I don’t 
want to, but because I have so many things to do.’’ 
Bosh! The reason he does not give enough time to 
things is because he has not schooled himself in the 
use of time, and in the discriminating choice of work. 
God asks no man to undertake anything which there 


is not time to do properly. _ God asks no man to as- 
sume a responsibility for two duties when there is 
only time to attend to one. God will show us which 
are our duties, and he places at our disposal just 
enough time to do each,—notasecond more. When 
we disregard his assignments, or waste his time, let 
us be manly enough to take the whole blame on our- 


selves. 
“<x 
Christian Life All Gain 


Real Christianity means constant giving, but not 
giving up. Yet it is hard for some people to get 
away from the idea that friendship with Christ means 
the loss of much that is-desirable. It does not. One 
who is familiar with the beech tree knows that its 
dead leaves often adhere all through the autumn and 
winter, but that when spring comes, and the sap be- 
gins to run through every fiber, the old dead leaves 
fall. But this is not loss. Life banishes death. He 
who gives Jesus Christ the right of way in his life will 
not count it a loss to have his sins cast away. 


Hx 
How Knowledge Breeds Faith 


Every extension of human knowledge extends 
the bounds of our conscious ignorance. All that we 
find shows us how much more we have been missing 
than we had any idea we were missing. All increase 
of knowledge and experience, accordingly, makes 
true men more simple and open-minded. Greater 
knowledge breeds greater faith. It prepares us to 
welcome even more than we have yet received. Pho- 
tographs of a wireless telegraph station show the 
receiving wires luminous, and a glow of light around 
the station. This light is unseen by the naked eye, 


b 


but the photographic plate, long exposed, reveals it. 
It was there all the time, though no eye perceived it. 
The knowledge that it is there convinces us that there 
is more there that we do not yet know, and confirms 
the faith that beyond all.our present knowledge vaster 
knowledge waits for us. Knowledge and faith are not 
conflicting. Knowledge is only the confirmation, by 
one faculty, of truth already felt after by another. 
Let each have its place. 


Let knowledge grow from more to more, 
And more of reverence in us dwell.’’ 


-— 
Thankful for the Tracks 


It is a blessing that we have tg do the things to- 
day that we do not want to do. We may be in sharp 
rebellion against the pressure of the limitations that 
shut us in and prescribe to-day’s duty. So is the 
locomotive, with its train of cars, in rebellion against 
the narrow, sharply-defined rails within which it is 
set, and which curve and turn this way and that, 
compelling the locomotive to follow : it rebels against 
every turn in the track, and would, if it could, jump 
clear and go straight ahead on its own spontaneous, 
unhindered way. And then it would be glad to get 
back on to the smoother running, even if narrowly 
limited and sharply dictatorial, track again. For 
that is the only way by which it can reach its goal ; 
and it is also the way of least wear and tear, strain 
and obstruction. Our own sweet wills, spontaneous 
and uncontrolled, would not make a good substitute 
for the steel rails of duty and environment in which 
God has set us, These God-ordained, lovingly pre- 
scribed limitations hold us and insist that we shall 
work by a better plan than our own, Let us be thank- 
ful for the tracks that mean safety from a ditching. 


Of God, Not of Us 


SHRISTIAN faith is not the creation, it is the 
recognition, of facts. By believing, we do not 
make anything true that was not true before. 

We simply bring ourselves into accord with what is 
and has always been the truth. There are some who 
say that that is true for us which finds us or works in 
our case. But that only is true for us, when it finds 
us or works for us, which was true already in itself. 
There is an order, a divine order, a truth of God, true 
whatever we may think or deny, find or miss, Faith 
does not create this order. It realizes it. It is the 
loyal and ioving acceptance of it. What we think 
and do is only a tardy response to the thought of God, 
and to what he has been ever doing for us. 

It is God’s love that is the fountain and continuous 
support of our love. Our love does not create the 
love of God. It is the love of God that creates our 
love. His love is the power of ourloving. ‘‘ Herein 
is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
If God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
We love because he first loved us.’’ God's love did 
not begin when we began to love God. We never 
would have loved either God or our brother had it not 
been for the love. of God. His love, whether we 
knew it or not, begat all our love. Our love of God, 
as Bushnell: pointed out, is but letting him love us. 
There is an infinite comfort for the heart in these 
thoughts. Our love is but a faint shadow of his, a 
shadow that advances and retreats and quivers uncer- 
tainly. The great and steadfast love of God is not 
the child of this shadow. Unchanging, measureless, 
utterly forgiving, rich with the wealth of his infinite 
nature, the love of God is beneath and above and 
about our weak, human love, and we can rest upon 





his love as the great certainty beyond all our im- 
pulses. We can truthfully sing : 
**O Love that wilt not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in thee ; 
I give thee back the life I owe, 
That in thine ocean depths its flow 
May richer, fuller be.’’ 

That which is true of God's love is true, also, of 
his truth, It is that truth which lays hold upon us, 
rather than we upon it. We do not make truth by 
believing it. There are, to be sure, some activities of 
the soul which depend upon our own confidence. 
We can do some things only when we think we Can. 
But such personal action is not to be confused with 
all the truth of God. God's truth is there irrespective 
of us, and our seizing it is simply the opening of our 
life to its seizure and sway. We do not make the 
truths of Christianity true for us by believing them. 
We simply enable ourselves to see what is true, —true 
whether we see it or not. To lay hold on truth is no 
great achievement, nor does it bring any great power 
with it. ‘‘Our grasp of the truth can never be worth 
much,’’ says R. H. Hutton ; ‘‘it is the grasp of the 
truth upon us that men are willing to die for.’’ 

And the truth is ever coming out from Godtous. It 
came out in Christ who is the truth, whether men recog- 
nize him or not, or come to him astruth or not. ‘‘I felt 
and feel,’’ said Maurice, ‘‘that, precious and invalu- 
able as the truth is that the Spirit guides us into truth, 
the truth exists whether we are guided into it or no, 
and the Bible seems to me to bring it out from the 
opposite side ; to start from a revelation of God, and 
to exhibit him coming into fellowship with his crea- 
tures. I have come strongly to think that the sub- 
jective faith of F. Newman and others will never be 
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Catholic, though they wish it to be; that it will be 
only a refined individualism, and must terminate in 
various individual superstitions ; that truth must come 
to us, not, of course, visibly or verbally, in order that 
we may embrace it; that it must come to mankind 
in order that each man may be the better for it.’’ 
The problems we face suggest a different statement 
of the truth from Maurice's, but the truth itself is the 
same ; namely, that truth is independent of us, and 
asks to be found, not manufactured, by us. 

So, also, it is God's will which seeks us, not we it. 
We simply allow ourselves to be found when we find. 
Earnest hearts often torture themselves over their 
duty. ‘* What is God's will for me?’’ they ask, and 
seek in everything for an answering word. The will 
of God, they think, is so hard to discover. But no 
one can seek it and miss it. The will of God is seek- 
ing us with a patience, a pleading, greater than any 
anguish we can ever know. It is we who darken our 
own skies. We look so far that we fail to see that it 
is the nearest thing in the world to us. 

And it is the life of God which comes to us. We 
cannot become alive. Our life is a gift,—a principle 
coming in from without. God is the only source. 
We do not attain life by any ethical performance or 
procedure, The gift of God is eternal life, ‘* Herein 
was the love of God manifested in us, that God hath 
sent his only begotten Son into the world that we 
might live through him.'’ The soul receives the 
living seed. It does not create it. It gets it from 
God. ‘Those lectures on the prophets and kings,”’ 
said Maurice of one of his books in a letter to Daniel 
Macmillan, ‘‘are from first to last an attempt to 
ground human life and human acts on that principle. 
The maxim of them is, ‘Nothing good in man but 
what was first in God,’ and this, ‘All men are right- 
eous so far as they confess a calling from the right- 
eous God and yield to it.” From which | deduce, or 
rather find in Scripture, this further doctrine deduced 
for me: ‘That all false religion proceeds from the 
notion that man is to make his way up to God by 
certain acts, or by a certain faith of his, instead of 
receiving God's witness of himself and yielding to 
his government.’'’ We have nothing that we have 
not received. In Christ was life, and that life was the 
light of men. We have made none of it. 

And this Christ is our King. Wedo not make him 
so. We might not have another it we liked. There 
is only one, and he is King whether men acknowledge 
it or not. If I rebel against the government, that 
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does not wipe out the government. It merely makes 
me arebel. We do not ask men to make of Christ 
what he is not. We ask them to acknowledge him 


to be what he is. Their refusal does not destroy his’ 


Kingship, and so set them free from his sovereignty. 
It only stamps them as disloyal and traitorous to their 
true head and Lord. When the students in Japan 
cabled some years ago to the students at Northfield, 
‘* Make Jesus King,’’ they did not propose that men 
should make of Christ what he was not already, but 
only that men should recognize Christ to be what he 
ever has been and ever will be. We cannot deprive 
him of his character, and we do not give it to him. 
We only yield ourselves to it. We fall into our place. 
We live again in God. 

So, through all the activities of the Christian life, 
it is God that works in us and for us and in and for 
the world. It is God's hope of us which creates and 
warrants our hope of ourselves. We cannot think 
highly of our possibilities until we see that God thinks 
so much of them as to give his Son to die for us. We 
despair of ever amounting to much, of ever subduing 
our foes and transcending our shortcomings. Then 
we learn that God has no such despair of us, that he 
expects to see us at last conformed to the image of his 
Son. If God has such a hope for us, we ought to 
awake to a hope for ourselves, 

But even so, we do nothing but accept what God 
does. Our doing is just the opening of life to his do- 
ing. It is the virtue and righteousness of Christ 
which alone make virtue and righteousness in us, It 
is Christ and not our character which constitutes our 
only confidence and hope. ‘‘One who has seen so 
many years of blessings,’’ says an old man who was 
deemed a good deal of a rationalistic scholar in his 
day, and who is waiting now patiently for the end, 
‘has no right to complain. The one thing which is 
most clear and emphatic in. my consciousness is. the 
fact that any hope I may cherish must rest on founda- 
tions outside of myself. I have no complacency in 
the record of my life. From my present standpoint, 
I see more clearly than ever before the absolute need 
of a vicarious salvation. I shall go down to the tomb 
resting in this alone.’’ 

‘In me,*’ the best of men will ever cry, ‘‘ there 
dwelleth no good. All good is in God, but.we live on 
him.'’ . Thither, into his infinite life and love, blessed 
be his name, he is calling us by his Son who, when 
we were sinners, came forth after us; not in vain, let 
us assure him,—oh, not in vain. 








The Only Way to Be True to Self 


Jesus Christ was the only man who ever suc- 
ceeded in eliminating self from his life: therefore 
he is the only man in history who was true to self. 
Yet it is not easy to accept Christ's teaching of the 
duty of self-surrender, and even those who are his 
loyal, unselfish disciples are in danger of missing 
the very truth which is at the heart of the Christ-life. 
Thus a warm friend of the Editor's, one who is an 
exceptionally effective interpreter of Christ's princi- 
ples, writes to protest against a recent editorial put- 
ting of this truth ; 

In the Times of January rr, in the note, ‘‘ Taking Personal 
Depreciation,’’ have you not gone too far in saying, ‘‘ We are to 
accept any personal affront as oe such a being as self did 
not exist'’? I, of course, agree with the main thought of the 
paragraph, but I do not think we should ever act as though our 
own personality did not exist. We owe very definite duties to 
self, and we must always take self into account. 

It is every man’s duty to develop self, or person- 
ality, to its highest possibilities ; and the only way to 
do this is utterly to ignore self. Self's beauty and 
power grow by leaps and bounds as one ignores self 
and lives only for the service of others. Self’s best 
possibilities shrivel and die as one recognizes self 
and thinks of self’s rights. The way to defraud self 
of its true rights is to be cohcerned about them ; the 
way to assure those rights is to live as though they 
did not exist. Christ's whole life, and all his teach- 
ings, leave no shadow of doubt on this point. If ever 
aman was justified in safeguarding a worthy self, or 
in resenting attacks upon his personality, Jesus was ; 
yet he did neither. Robert E. Speer has shown, in 
his searching study of Jesus’ denunciations (in the 
Times of January 11, 1907) that our Lord seems 
never to have denounced any one for any charge 
made against himself. When attacked, he said, 
‘* Whosoever shall speak a word against the Son of 
man, it shall be forgiven him.’’ ‘He resented no 


affront. He sought to gain or keep or defend noth- 
ing for himself.’’ Yet Jesus never acted as though 
his own personality did not exist: his matchless, 
unique personality shone out dazzlingly glorious be- 
cause it would not defend itself. That is the way for 
us to be true to our personalities, 

There may be times when it is a plain duty to re- 
sist attacks made upon us, or affronts offered to us, 
or to answer with prompt positiveness charges brought 
against us. But duty to ofhers is our only justifica- 
tion for this, never duty to self. Acitizen has a duty to 
resist personal assault or robbery in order to maintain 
law and protect the interests of those whom he serves. 
So in the matter of verbal assaults or affronts ; it may 
be one’s duty to clear the cause that he represents, 
by delivering a telling and unequivocal answer to 
such attacks. But when self is the only factor involved, 
then self will be harmed by self-defense, and honored 
by self-ignoring. 
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The Trouble with Card-Playing 
Comparatively few persons investigate the root- 

principles involved in the so-called ‘* border-line"’ 

practises and amusements. Yet the only satisfactory 


‘way of determining one’s attitude toward such a prac- 


tise is to do so on the basis of the underlying princi- 
ple which is there; any other basis of settlement is 
likely to be temporary, therefore unsatisfactory and 
unsafe. A New York reader, noting with approval a 
recent editorial statement of the root-trouble with the 
theater, seeks similar information on card-playing. 
She writes : 


I should like to get an opinion tully as positive concernin 
the fundamental objections to, or the underlying benefits of, 
card-playing as practised at the present time. 

There are two fundamental objections to card- 
playing, which would seem to outweigh heavily any 
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benefits that it may offer. These two are : Its recogni- 
tion of chance as an important factor; its association 
with a gambling, dissolute element of society. d 

Most games of cards are based upon chance as the 
leading factor, rather than skill, There is, of course, 
plenty of opportunity to use skill in playing the cards 
which chance has given one; but there is a well- 
recognized, sharply defined line of distinction between 
cards, and checkers, chess, tennis, bowling, and the 
like. The latter are games of skill ; the former is a 
game of chance, And the practical question for 
young people and adults alike to consider is this: Do 
I want to cultivate, in my amusements, an element— 
chance, or luck—which has no recognition by sen- 
sible, successful people in any other branch of life ; 


or shall I make my amusements contribute to my: 


general efficiency by their cultivation of skill? And 
when parents are considering the question of their 
children’s amusements at the most impressionable 
time of life, the choice of these two opposing tenden- 
cies, skill and luck, as tendencies of life to be en- 
couraged and developed by the children’s games, 
offers food for pretty: serious thought. 

Cards and card-playing are peculiarly associated 
with the gambling, drinking, dissolute elements of 
society. Probably no other form of game has this 
association to any such degree. The chance or luck 
element makes a strong appeal.to those human beings 
who have little to do with honest effort'and clean, 
high-class skill as their chief asset in life. Inasmuch 
as cards have been appropriated, therefore, by the 
worst and lowest elements in society, do we want to 
open our own homes to a debauched amusement? Do 
we want our boys to become adepts, in the home, at 
a game which, in college or. out in the world, will 
make it easy and tempting for them to get into close 
association with men whose life and practises are 
wholly unworthy ? 

Even if the amusement were innocent and harmless 
in itself, its associations are such as to make its adop- 
tion a fair question. But its associations are the 
logical outcome of its inherent unworthiness ; and the 
combination of these two facts is sufficient, in the 
minds of many, to put the game clean over the border- 
line and:into the realm of practises that are beyond 
debate. 


Is Evil God’s Greatest Creation ? 


It is easier to worry over difficult statements in 
the Bible that have nothing to do with our present 
duty, than to devote ourselves to studying the Bible’s 
injunctions to us and then throw ourselves heartily 
into obeying those injunctions. A Virginia reader 
asks about a Bible passage that has been variously 
explained, but that will perhaps never be fully ex- 
plained in this world, — because it does not need to be. 

Will you please explain, in your Notes on Open Letters, 
how God ‘is the creator of evil (Isa. 45 : 7). 

‘*I form the light, and create darkness; I make 
peace, and create evil ; I am Jehovah, that doeth all 
these things.’’ If the Virginia correspondent will ex- 
plain how God creates good, the Editor will be glad 
to explain how God creates evil. We can no more un- 
derstand one than the other. .Nor is it necessary that 
we should. But we can understand this, for the whole 
Bible makes it unmistakably plain : that God created 
man to be good, not to be evil, and that every soul 
that lives has God’s omnipotent help in being good, 
and must fight God when he would be evil; that 
‘*God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself 
tempteth no man’’; and that ‘‘ where sin abounded, 
grace did abound more exceedingly.”’ 

That is enough for all working purposes, 


Aap? 
From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


ORD, we deplore our lack of vivid interest in human life, 
our want of appreciation for the high values with which 
thou hast endowed it. Forgive us this. Make us ashamed 

of our slighting judgments and our behavior of indifference. 
We are too prone to feel like Job when he complained : 
‘* What is man, that thou shouldest magnify him ?... If I have 
sinned, what do I unto thee, O thou watcher of men?’’ We 
praise thee that thou dost watch us, dost count it worth while 
to chastise us, to redeem us, to pursue us until thy favors 
overtake us and thy grace transform us, ... Lord Jesus, 
enable us to see in men that which fixed thy gaze, provoked 
thy service, and led thee to the cross. It is thy love, O God. 
that. has wrought this. Teach us to love. Teach us to look 
on men with eyes enlightened by love, to live among our 
fellows with a heart warmed and made wise and willing bv 
love. Afford us some stimulating insight int® every life that 
touches ours, until it shall seem to us a godlike thing to do the 
slightest kindness to the humblest of our fellows, to lend some 
art and toil toward the cure of his deadly sin, in Jesus’ name 
and power. Make us swift to sympathize and eager to serve, 
that thus we may be made — ers of Christ's sufferings, 
partners-in-his redeeming wor 
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A Russian Baron’s Conversion 
Baron Woldemar Uxkull Tells His Own Story 





Brought up as a wealthy Russian nobleman on his large family estate in Estonia, Baron Uxkull 
was an unsatisfied infidel until he had the remarkable experience, at the hands of the peasants on 
his own estate, which he narrates here. The outcome was his baptism, in his castle, by one of 
the peasant Christians ; later he became their pastor. The story of his conversion was recently 
told by himself at the Moody Church, Chicago, and was reported for The Sunday School Times. 
Baron Uxkull is in America telling of Russia’s great need of ministers to labor among the people 
of many races and religions, the way having been opened by the edict of the Czar, made at Easter, 
1905, giving religious liberty to Russia. For the training of ministers, teachers, and evangelists 
to enter this open door, it is proposed to found a seminary for men of every denomination. At 
his own charges, Baron Uxkull is trying to raise $100,000 for this use. 


WAS born far away in Russia in the province of 
Estonia on the Baltic Sea, and I received a 
worldly education such as the young noblemen of 

my country receive. I had never been in Sunday- 
school. I liked to ride, to dance, and to hunt. My 
good mother took me sometimes to church, and I was 
obliged for: her sake to go; but the word which I 
liked most was the ‘‘Amen”"’ of the pastor when he 
was through with his sermon. 

When I was twenty-one years old, I was sent to St. 
Petersburg to serve in the imperial guard, and I had 
many times the privilege to sit at the door of the bed- 
chamber of the Emperor. I lived a life full of sin 
and worldliness, and soon became restless. I left 
the military service, traveled through France, Ger- 
many, Switzerland, met many men of so-called good 
society who were unbelievers, and came back to 
Russia also an unbeliever, an atheist. I was dis- 
gusted with myself and with life. There were so 
many questions which I could not answer, and there 
were so many things in my own character which I 
could not change. I tried to be moral and good, but 
sin was always mightier than I. 

In this time God sent a revival into the province 
where I was living. Missionaries from Sweden came 
over and preached the old gospel of the new birth, of 
the. necessity to receive the new heart. And this 
revival came like a holy wave over the province where 
I was living.’ But as it-was written, ‘The gospel 
was preached to the poor.’’ The poor, the peasantry, 
gathered together and heard the gospel. ‘The nobility 
did not go to these meetings. There was: nothing for 
them. They could not understand them. I remem- 
ber that we laughed many times about it. To pray, 
to stay the whole night together, and then to say that 
they were children of God, that their sins were for- 
given,—it seemed ‘all so enormous to us, It was too 
much. We thought it was some disease. 

But I was obliged to confess that these converted 
people were really better. We could trust them. A 
man who was converted, as he said, did not steal any 
more, did not drink any more. _ So.when this revival 
came into my estates, and when my servants and 
attendants asked the permission to gather in some 
place, I decided to. build a hall for them. —.I -thought 
it would be profitable for me if they would be honest 
and would not drink ; I would help the population to 
be moral and better. 

After some weeks, when the hall was ready, they 
came to me and invited me to be present at-the first 
meeting. I did not like to go to this meeting, but I 
thought,. when I built the hall, it is perhaps just and 
right that I am present the first time. So I went there 
and heard the singing and preaching, and when it 
was over, I wished to the brethren all success, and 
told them I thought their religion was very good for 
uneducated people. They said to me: ‘‘The religion 
is good for everybody. | Everybody must be born 
from above, or we cannot get to heaven.’’ - I said : 
‘*I don’t believe that. If a man has been in high 
school, then he knows enough.’’ ‘*QOh, no,’’ they 
said ; ‘* the Bible says you must have a new heart.’’ 
I said: ‘*I don’t believe in the Bible.’’ We could 
not agree, and I went away. 

They had general meetings, where they preached 
the gospel to everybody who came, calling sinners to 
Jesus ; and then they had special meetings of those 
who were already children of God,—little prayer- 
meetings, meetings where everybody had the-right ‘to 
speak his experience, meetings where everybody had 
the right to pray. In those little meetings, where the 
children of God met together, they decided to pray 
for me that God may convert me. And: now it is a 
fact that when children of God pray in the spirit of 
unity, then heaven and earth are moved, because God 
must then answer to his children: -And-so when they 





were praying for me, God began to act, and I became 
very restless. I was disgusted with life, I was dis- 
gusted with myself, I was not satisfied. I had very 
many obstacles in my life. And these people wrote 
me sometimes nice little letters, They did not put 
their names ; they were afraid to do that. But they 
wrote nice little letters that they were praying for me 
that | might become converted and become a child of 
God. I destroyed these, put them in the fire and jn 
the waste-basket, but I thought, ‘‘They mean all 
right for me."’ 

Then once I thought, ‘‘ Well, I have the need to 
speak to somebody about my difficulties.’’ Russia is 
a little like the far West of America, a large country 
and few people living together, and very few who were 
interested, and so I had for miles and miles around me 
nobody who could understand my difficulty. I re- 
membered that twelve miles away from me there was 
a Lutheran pastor. I thought: ‘‘ He has been in the 
university ; I will call upon him. Perhaps he can 
give me a little moral advice, some philosophic com- 
fort."’ I went to him and spoke all my doubts to 
him. There were so many questions I could not 
answer. Why was this whole earth so full of sorrow? 
We try to be good, but we cannot be as we wish to. 
Why is it? I thought he would give me some philoso- 
phy, but he did not do that. Hesaid: ‘Go to God. 
He alone can dnswer you.’’ I said: How can I 
pray? I don’t believe in God or prayer. I thought 
you would give me some philosophic teaching. I 
don’t believe in God.’’ He said: ‘‘I haven't any- 
thing else to say.’’ I said: ‘‘ Well, then, it was quite 
unnecessary that I disturb you.”’ 

This man was not converted, for after my conver- 
sion he fought against me and against the meetings 
and teaching. But he said the right thing. In 
Russia we have sticks on the road, and on these: sticks 
is written the name of the city where the road is going. 
These sticks have no life in themselves, but they show 
the right direction. So with this pastor. He was a 
dead stick; he had no life in himself.. But he said 
to me the right.thing that I. must go to God, that God 
alone could answer. me, that I should pray. 

And now God in his marvelous grace found a way 
to bring- me in touch with Jesus. I did not go to 
church, I did not go to meetings, ! did not read the 
Bible. From the city a merchant, a bookseller, sent 
me a box of books, philosophic books, and among 
those books. was one by the great Russian writer, 
Count Tolstoi, and the title was, ‘‘Why Do We 
Live ?’’ .I thought that was a good book, and I 
would like to see what it said. In the first pages it 
said: ‘‘Oh, we are so dissatisfied and disgusted with 
life many times,’’—I said, that is just my case,— 
‘*and we cannot be satisfied until we begin to love. 
We must love each other. Then we are satisfied.’’ 
He did not say we must love God ; he is not a Chris- 
tian. Then he said, ‘‘All great teachers, all great 
philosophers, have said so. Confucius, Booddha, 
Jesus. Christ, have all taught that we must love each 
other; and when we love each other, then we are 
happy and satisfied with life. Then our lite is filled.” 
He spoke about those old heathen teachers, but he 
spoke much more about the teachings of Jesus of 
Nazareth, and what Count Tolstoi said of Jesus of 
Nazareth was just the thing I needed to become inter- 
ested in the personality and in the teachings of the 
Lord Jesus. 

I remember it was in January, 1890, and I was so 


interested that I read this book the whole night © 


through until I was through with it ; and in this night 
I can say I began to love Jesus, I was attracted to 
Jesus. I did not know that he was the Son of God, 
but I liked him as a noble and great teacher, as you 
love Lincoln or Garfield, 

The next morning I thought I should like to read 
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more about his teaching; I did not know enough 
about him. ‘In my library there were many novels. 
I burned them all ; several hundreds I put in the 
stove. But there was no book about Jesus in my 
library, and I did not know what to do.. Then I re- 
membered, ‘* Well, you have your Bible from the 
school.’’ (In the school every pupil was obliged to 
have a Bible.) For many years | had not touched it. 
I thought, there will be the story and the teachings of 
Jesus. It was quite new tome. His teachings were 
so interesting and deep, and became always more in- 
teresting, so different from the books of philosophy. 
His words were so attractive, so full of love, so full of 
life, and I liked him very much. And sometimes the 
idea came, perhaps he is really more than human, per- 
haps he is divine, as the pastors say, and I was troubled 
in my heart. I did not know what to believe. 

And then I thought, well, I will look back into 
history. I will see what the great men of history have 
said. Frederick II of Prussia, Napoleon of France, 
Voltaire, did not believe in the divinity of Christ. 
Men of great influence, the Emperor Alexander | of 
Russia, Luther of Germany, Wesley in England, men 
who had a great name in history, they believed in 
Jesus. What shall I do? On one side are great men, 
on the other side are great men. What shall I do, 
where can I find the truth ? 

And there came a deep answer, ‘‘ You will find it 
here, try to pray.’’ But 1 said, I cannot pray, I don’t 
believe. Then the Holy Spirit said, ‘‘Try, perhaps . 
there is a God. If there is a God who answers prayer, 
he will hear you. Try, perhaps you will find him.’’ 
Then I said, I will try, and I said : ‘*O God, if you 
are there above, and if. you hear the prayer of a man 
on earth, then show me the truth. Ido not know 
what I shall believe about. Jesus.’’ 

And after this prayer there was no special answer, 
but when I read the Bible (I was just reading the 
Gospel of John), and while I was reading the story of 
the life of Jesus, and his words and his teaching, oh, 
there was new light, just like electric light, in the 
Bible.. In this light I saw that he was very great, 
that he was more than a man. I saw that he was 
divine, that he was really the Son of God, that he was 
God. Now it was great and a new thing to sit be- 
fore Jesus and to see that he was the Son.of God. 
Then the whole world changed, his whole teachings 
changed, his whole life changed, it was all in a new 
light. All his words were much more important, all 
his love was much more divine, much more touching, 
—that he, the Son of God loves such people as we. 

And then what a terrible thing that they have killed 
him, who was so noble, who was so wise, who was so 
good, and they have killed him, killed him! Why 
did not God prevent this unjust thing? Why did 
Ged leave his Son to die on the cross? 

And then the Holy Spirit like a voice in my heart 
told me, ‘‘ It was for you. It was for you he was cruci- 
fied ; you have sinned ; you must go before Herod ; 
you are cursed, and he took your curse upon his 
shoulders ; he took your punishment upon himself. 
Now look at him as he is there on the cross, Look 
how his holy blood is flowing, it is that your soul may 
be purified and clean.’’ 

Then I broke down, and I could say only, ‘‘ My 
Lord and my God!’’ And then eternal life began 
for me. I was unspeakably happy. Before that I 
was disgusted with life. I did not understand life. 
Now I understand it, now I was glad, I was happy, and 
I had like a honeymoon with Jesus for several months. 

Then I thought, you must be also honest, and go to 
those persons and tell them they were right and you 
were wrong when the chapel was opened, and when 
you were speaking against them. Go up and say they 
were right. So on Thursday evening, when they had 
their little prayer-meeting, when they were all gathered 
there, I came in and I said to them, ‘‘I have some- 
thing tosay to you. Iamalsonowsuch a converted man 
as you, and your Jesus is also now my Jesus, and your 
Bible is also now my Bible,’’ and they said, ‘‘ Praise 
the Lord, we have prayed for you. Now we will thank 
him.’’ Then they went on their knees, and we prayed 
together, and we thanked God, our Father, who is 
mighty and willing to save everybody who comes to 
him in the name of Jesus, and when we raised from 
our knees after this prayer, full of thanks and full of 
praise, an old brother put his hand on my shoulder 
and told me, ‘* Now you must also confess Christ -be- 
fore men because it is written, ‘Who confesseth me 
before men I will confess before my Father and his 
holy angels.’’’ I did not say, ‘‘ Religion is good 
enough for uneducated people,’’ but I said; «‘I haven't 
been in a seminary-or Bible Institute.'’ He said, «It 
is not necessary, the Holy Spirit will teach you to say 
what experience you have had."’ That is the story 
héw I became a child of God. 
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Taking Men Alive 


The ‘seventh of a series of studies in the principles and practise of individual soui-Winning 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


*“ From henceforth thou shalt take 
men alive.”"—Luké § : 10, margin 









With this study the series is concluded. All the material that has appeared in these seven instalments, 
with a great deal of new material that has never before been published, is now ready in a book of some 200 
pages, containing the following ten chapters. or lessons: ! The Work We Are Facing. ‘i. The Worker 
and His Equipment. III. Need of a Life-Resolve. IV. Winning at the Start. V. Seeking Common interests. 
VI. The Place of the Bible in This Work VII. Conviction Better than Discussion or Argument. VIII. Encour- 


agements and Incentives 1X. How Our Lord Worked. 


X. The Principles Reviewed. 


The book is arranged for either individual study or class use, and contains half-a-dozen pages of «* Hints 
to Class Leaders.” a frontispiece of two portraits of H. Clay Trumbull, at twenty-one and seventy years of age, 
and preview and review test-questions at the beginning and end of every chapter. It may be obtained from 

The Sunday School Times Co. at 60 cents, in cloth; 40 cents, in paper. 


VII. How Our Lorp WoRKED 


Preparatory Questions.— For advance assignment to mem- 
bers of a class, or for personal study before reading this Jesson. 


1. What instances can yeu recall of Christ’s individual 
work ? , 

2. Upon which should you say the emphasis of Christ’s 
teaching lay: death, or life? Give Gospel passages 
in proof, 

3. Under what circumstances did Christ criticize or con- 
demn men? Cite instances. 

4. What principles.of individual work, as ascertained in 
these studies, are illustrated in Christ’s work on 
earth? Cite an instance illustrating each principle. 


ET us now test the principles that we have already 
found to be important in soul-winning, by ascer- 
taining whether they have the confirmation of 

Christ’s own practise and teachings. 

That the winning of and caring for the individual 
soul is the most important work in the Kingdom, 
given preferred place by Christ for himself and for 
ourselves, Christ's teaching would seem to make un- 
John 1 : 35-51 mistakably plain. Seven of the eleven 

att.9:9 apostles who'remained true to him were 
Mark 1: 19,20 Won by the personal. appeal, to them as 
individuals ; and probably the other four were,—the 
circumstances of their winning are not récorded. 
And the work for which Christ came, and in, which he 
succeeded, was the work which he committed, for its 
continuance, to them and to us: ‘‘and bear ye also 
John 15:27, Witness, because ye have been with me.” 
margin; ‘‘As the Father hath sent me, even so 
Mark to>46-42 Send I you.’’ ** Ye are my friends, it ye 

do the things which I command you."’ 
The cry of the individual rang louder and carried more 
weight with our Lord than the word of the crowd. 
Jesus turned from the many to ascertain and to meet 
the need of one. 


A Mission of Winning, Not of Opposing 


Christ's mission was to win men to him, not to 
drive them from him. He came not to tell chiefly 
about sin and death, but about salvation and life. 
‘Yo dwell on the dark side drives men from us; to 
dwell on the bright side draws them to us, if they can 
be won at all. And we find the emphasis of the 
Gospels unmistakable on this point. ‘In him was 
life ; and the life was the light of men. ... 
There was the true light, even the light 
which lighteth every man, coming into the world."’ 
‘*For God sent. not the Son into the 
world to judge the world; but that the 
world should be saved through him.’’ 

Not only was the whole purpose and mission of 
Jesus Christ to win men, but his method of revealing 
his mission was to use a bait that would win at the 
start, if possible. He did this by the use of two 
kinds of bait, the value of which we have already 
seen: comimending the good in men, rather than 
criticizing the evil ; and giving their present interests 
prominent place to begin with, 

One of the most memorable instances of Christ's 
recognition of men's temporal interests as a first step 
in winning them to him was that of the 
first miraculous. draught of fishes.and the 
call of the fishermen. With. the sinful woman of 
Samaria who had come to draw water from the well 
of Jacob, he commenced with a request 
for a drink of water, and from that start- 
ing-point of er interest he led her loyingly, skilfully, 
without any direct condemnation of her great sin, to 
the point where she was ready to confess her sin, to 
believe in his declaration of Messiahship, and.to bring 
a whole city under his influence. ° 


Jeohnt:4,9 


John 3:17 


Luke 5: 1-11 


John 4: 5-26 


With Nicodemus, a trained and scholarly Pharisee 
whose chief interest was the rabbinical 
study of the Kingdom of God, and the 
Jews’ place in that Kingdom, Jesus needed to use no 
indirect means at all, but, seizing at once upon that 
which interested Nicodemus most, he revealed to him 
his own ignorance of the Kingdom, and his need of 
that which Christ alone could offer. The power of 
conviction rather than argument comes out in verse 
11: ‘* we speak that which we know, and bear witness 
of that which we have seen.”’ 

The absorbing interest of the man helpless for 
thirty-eight years was his physical need ; 
with that interest the Great Physician 
began, and led on to a spiritual, life-bringing word. 

With the multitude that had been miraculously fed, 
Jesus went at once to the shallow bottom 
of their interest, —more bread, —and held 
them absorbed until he could tell them of the true 
bread out of heaven, and to their cry, ‘‘ Lord, ever- 
more give us this bread,’’ could answer with the Good 
News: ‘‘I am the bread of life: he that cometh to 
me shall not hunger, and he that believeth on me 
shall never thirst.’’ 

When Jesus went to Jerusalem to attend the Feast 
of Tabernacles, and wanted to let his mission be 
known there at the center of Judaism, he worked in 

De accordance with: this same _ principle. 
John 7: 37,38 «Qn each of its [the feast’'s] seven days 
a procession following a priest wound down the side 
of the temple hill.'to the pool of Siloam, the priest 
bearing a golden vessel which was filled with water at 
the pool. -It was borne back to the temple, -and 
poured forth, while the joyous crowd chanted the 
ancient words, ‘ With joy shall ye draw water from the 
wells of salvation.’’’ Was it strange that the audi+ 
ence was held with a tremendous thrill when, ‘‘on 
the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood 
and cried, saying, if any man thirst, let him come 
unto me and drink’’ ? 

When a heart-broken sister ran to meet him to tell 
him of. her brother's death, his first word to her was 
to remind her lovingly of the resurrection in which 
she believed. From that he could tell her in Whom 
was the hope of the resurrection for all, 
and it was not difficult to bring her to the 
confession, .‘‘ Thou art the Christ; the Son of God.’’ 

Always did Jesus seem to connect himself intimately 
with the interest of the person whom he hoped to 
help. When one of his own disciples, to whom he 
promised that they should follow him where he was 
going, complained ‘that they did not know the way, at 
once caine the answer: ‘‘ 7am the way." 
When that same disciple later showed 
that his chief interest was honest doubt 
over the resurrection story of the others, Jesus un- 
hesitatingly met the doubter just where he was, and 
dispelled the doubt. 

This principle of. beginning with men’s temporal 
interests, which our Lord made‘so prominent in- his 
own work, he laid upon his disciple-representatives 
as he sent them forth to work for him. 
They were to heal, cleanse, and bring. to 
life, as part of their introduction to those whom th¢y 
would reach for Christ. 


Commending, Rather than Condemning 

The other bait-principle that we have ‘studied, the 
use of hearty commendation, is prominent in Christ's 
earthly ministry. The surest way to drive’ men from 
us is to begin with condemnation: or criticism. It-is 
not reasonable to suppose that we can win men to our- 
selves or to Christ if we begin by telling them of their 
sins. Christ did not work that way. He did not 
hesitate to denounce sin and sinful persons under 


John 3 : 1-a1 


John 5: 2-14 


John 6 : 25-35 


John 11: 18-27 


John 14: 1-6; 
20 : 24-28 


Matt. 10: 8 
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certain circumstances, as when his proffered salvation 
had been rejected or was being actively opposed ; or 
when_religious leaders who posed as God's 


representatives misrepresented God and ceca 
attacked Jesus Christ as from the Devil ; Mark's ve 


or when he was answering an attack of Matt. 
criticism by vigorous, unanswerable eA 
counter-criticism ; or when he chided his Marn.s0 56 
own disciples for certain failures after they had been 


‘won to him. But when Jesus set out to win a person 


to himself, it seemed to be his resolute purpose to find 
something in that one which he could commend, and 
then to commend it in all heartiness. 

For example, the men whom Jesus first invited to 
follow him undoubtedly had as glaring sins and as 
obvious defects as most of us have to-day. _ Those 
imperfections must have been quite as much of a trial 
to Jesus as our fellows’ shortcomings are tous. But he 
did net commence by telling them of this, nor did he 
seek to help them at the outset by showing them what 
was’ wrong with them. “His first recorded word to 
faulty Simon was : ‘‘ Thou art Simon the 
son of John ;: thou shalt be called Rock,”’ 
as though to say, ‘‘for you deserve a stalwart name.’’ 
So with another of the disciples : there is no reason to 
suppose that Jesus could not have found, and did not 
see, any sin in Nathanael ; but instead of condemning 
that which was there, Jesus’ first word 
was in outspoken, hearty admiration of 
this man, in that he was particularly free from crafti- 
ness, or deceit. 

Christ's singling out of Zacchzeus, a man in whom 
there was evidently little that was likable, for the 
honor of a visit, with the confidence in eS 
the man’s best side which that implied; “"“*"9***° 
the entire absence of any word of criticism by Christ 
of the much in the man’s life that was open to criti- 
cism ; the triumphant outburst of the man’s higher 
nature as the result of this unexpected kind of treat- 
ment; and our Lord’s hearty word of commendation 
closing the incident : could there be a plainer exam- 
ple of our Lord’s endorsement of this principle of 
approval and commendation in soul-winning ? 


Other Principles of Our Lord’s Work 

* Jesus sought to find points of agreement with those 
whom he would win,—thereforé a-fundamental prin- 
ciple in .this work.. To those’ to whom. thé law and 
the prophets were vital. matters of religion and conduct 
he. said: ‘* Think not that I.came.to de- 
stroy the law or the prophets:: I came not 
to destroy but to fulfil."’ And he enlarged upon this 
until there was no room for any honest doubt of his 
meaning. * 

He led his followers to think most grate. 16: 13-20 
about what they de/ieved, not what they John g: 35-38 
were in doubt about,—another cardinal = 
principle of success in soul-winning, 

He refused to offer ‘‘ proof’’ to those who, he 
knew, had no honest-desire for proof nor wate. x2: 
any wish to believe in him or to ascertain 16: 1-4 
the truth. Yet he was ready to furnish J°h" % ‘257 
proof to one who wanted to believe. 

As for the place of Scripture-quoting in soul-winning, 
we shall find, as we review these instances of our 
Lord's work, that the principle considered:in an earlier 
study in this series would seem to have Christ's en- 
dorsement. If the Scriptures were prominent in the 
interest of those ‘whom ‘he addressed, he recognized 
that interest by quoting Scripture. But if some other 
interest was more prominent in the immediate life of 
the one with whom he dealt, that other interest was 
given prior place at the outset. 

Always his enduring purpose seemed to be to con- 
vince men and women that they were dear to. him 
and to the Father just as they stood : faulty, ‘sinning, 
unworthy, discouraged or hopeful, it mattered not if 
they would but let him come close alongside. 


John1: 42 


John x: 47 


Matt. 5: 17-19 


38,39 


Questions for Study and Discussion 
(To test one’s grasp of the foregoing lesson) 


1; Mention your reasons for believing that our Lord 
gave preferred place to individual soul-winning in his own 
work, and that he would have us:do so to-day. 

2. Quote passages to show that Jesus came to point out 
the way of life, rather than to condemn unto death. 

3. What two kinds of bait, in the winning of men to 
himself, were prominent in Jesus’ work ? 

'."4.. Cite instances of Jesus’ use of men’s present interests 
as bait. 

5. When did our Lord criticize and denounce ? 

6. Cite instances of his use of commendation as bait. 

7. Mention other principles:of our Lord’s work which 
should, be controlling principles of our own. 

8. Find your own illustrations of our Lord’s use, or non- 
use, of Scripture passages, and ascertain whether the prin- 
ciple formulated in Study V would seem to have the ap- 
proval of his example. : 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


EGIN in class by tdking from your pocket’ or 
Bible a small paper of needles, open the paper, 
- and strew the needles out over your class- 
table (if you haven’t a table, plan to get one as soon 
as possible) or on your open Bible ; then ask the 
class to examine the needles closely and tell you 
what they think the needles can do for each other. 
The needlés cannot do anything for each other in 
their present condition, but you need not tell the 
class so. After listening to such answers as are 
made, put the needles away, saying that you will 
come back to them later, and that in the meantime 
you want the class to follow the lesson story closely 
in order to discover for themselves, if they can,-what 
connection it-has with the needles. 

Jesus was going on a journey. It was only some 
seventy miles, but it would have taken him, on foot or 
donkey-back, even if he had gone directly, about as 
long as you would take to go 2,000 miles,—say 
from Chieago to-San Francisco. Take a moment 
for the class to trace the. journey from Jerusalem to 
Cana (Arnold's handy little ‘‘ Chart of Christ’s Jour- 
neyings,” 20 cents,:from The Sunday School Times 
Co., will be useful here). 

Did Jesus have to pass through Samaria? No; 
Mrs. Howie, first paragraph, shows why not, and 
suggests an interesting explanation of the ‘must 
needs.” 

Ordinarily, his request ofa strange woman for a 

drink of water would have been customary and rea- 
sonable, as Mrs. Howie’s second paragraph shows ; 
but it was unusual from a Jew to a Samaritan, and 
his continuing in conversation with a strange woman 
in a public place was utterly unusual, regardless of 
nationality. : 
.. But Jesus hada deep purpose in it all, and he.was 
not afraid of being called unconventional if he could 
win a soul., Yet.this was his resting time ; he was 
on a journey, away from home, away from any 
strategic center for his life-mission ; hadn't he every 
right to feel free trom any obligation to be preaching 
the gospel? Well, he had as much right to this as 
we have while we are away from home on journeys 
or during our summer vacations. 

Three weeks ago we studied some of the Gospel- 
methods of soul-winning, in the'case of the first dis- 
ciples. . Now: we have an opportunity.to see more of 
— own. methods with an individual, recorded 

ere with great detail. On page 40 of this issue will 
be found a fuller study of Christ’s methods of indi- 
vidual work, as shown by his entire ministry. What 
a precious opportunity we are having in these lessons 
to train our pupils:to become life-long, fishers of men! 

Let us see what definite steps Jesus. took to win 
this woman. Get your class to discover them, step 
by step, if you can, guiding them to the following 
series of points. 


1. He began by courteously asking her to do something for 
him,—always a good way of winning another’s irmterest 
(v. 7). 

2. He followed up the interest shown by her question, 
with an appeal to a need of hers and an assurance that he 
could meet that need (v. 10). 

3. Deepening her interest by making his promisé still 
more attractive, he ignores the fact that she is misunder- 
standing him, and gives a sudden turn to the conversation 
by making a natural request, which, unknown to her, is 
the tactful beginning of a searching moment of sin-reveal- 
ing (vs. 13-16). 

4. The woman falls into the loving trap, and opens the 
way to his bringing her sin right home to her, yet without 
antagonism or affront (vs. 17, 18). 

5. Sooner or later, the one whom we would win almost 
invariably opens the deor to a direct spiritual lead in the 
conversation. The woman now does so (in vs. 19, 20). 

6. Jesus is prompt to take advantage of this, and gives 
her such a vision of true religion as she has never before 
had (vs. 21-24). 

7. Again the woman, as is so often the case, makes the 
desired opening, this time for the final appeal itself (v. 25). 

8, Jesus makes the final appeal in the simple declaration 
of himself (v. 26), as we must make it, in our soul-win- 
ning, by telling men who Jesus is and what he longs to do 
for them. 


Was the woman won to Christ? What was the 
best evidence of it? Ske hurried away to find and 
save others. ‘That is what our salvation is for,—not 
to be hoarded, but to be passed on. Read the stirring 
message in Mr. Gordon’s first, fourth, eighth, tenth, 
and eleventh paragraphs. 

Thus came the revival in Samaria ; it must have 


LESSON 6. FEBRUARY 9. JESUS AND THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA 


John 4: 1-42. Commit verses 23, 24 


Golden Text: Hf any man thirst, let him come unto me and drink.—John 7 : 37 


The Lesson Text 


19 The woman saith unto him, ! Sir, I perceive that thou 
art a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshipped in this mountain ; 
and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to 
worship. 21 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the 
hour cometh, when neither in this mountain, nor in Jerusa- 
lem, shall ye worship the Father. 22 Ye worship that which 
ye know not: we worship that which we know ; for salvation 
is from the Jews. 23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when 
the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and 
truth : ?for such doth the Father seek to be his worshippers. 
24 * God is a Spirit : and they that worship him must worship 
in spirit and truth. 25 The woman saith unto him, I know 
that Messiah cometh (he that is called Christ): when he is 
come, he will declare unto us all things. 26 Jesus saith unto 
her, I that speak unto thee am he. 

27 And upon this came his disciples ; and they marvelled 
that he was speaking with a woman ; yet no man said, What 
seekest thou? or, Why speakest thou with her? 28 So the 
woman left her waterpot, and went away into the city, and 
saith to the people, 29 Come, see a man, who told me all things 
that ever I did: can this be the Christ ? 

1 Or, Lord 2Or, for such the Father also seeketh % Or, God is 
spirit 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
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Teaching Nuggets 
By Henry F. Cope 


Controversy seldom discovers truth, 
The Father will find all.who seek the Father. 
They can never learn who cannot learn to listen. 


Heaven ts never far away when heart speaks to 
heart. 


How easy to lose the Lord in looking for the 
letter. 


Light is never lacking where the mind's windows 
are open. 


One of the secrets of helping others is to get them 
to help us. 

Every great teacher has been despised on account 
of his pupils. 

Where the spirit of worship flows, it will work 
out tts own channels. 


It's a poor teacher who cannot finda way froma 
cup of water to the water of eternity. 


CHICAGO, 








been two of the happiest days in Jesus’ whole life, 
as Dr. Sanders’ fourth and fifth paragraphs suggest. 

How did that revival come about ? Beans Christ, 
of course; but how else? By the woman’s carrying 
Christ's power to every soul she touched. She was 
magnetized for service. 

Oh, those needles! Here they are, not doing any- 
thing for each other, just lying cold and dead along- 
side. But let us call this one the woman, and let us 
call this little magnet (which you now show for the 
first time) Christ; after the magnet has touched this 
needle, what does it do for theother needles? Why, 
it passes the magnetic power right through one 


needle into another, drawing them together, until’ 


every one is reached. Is it worth while to become 
charged with power for Christ ? (This object lesson 
with the needles is adapted from Mr. Foster's article; 
his last two paragraphs describe how he used it in 
teaching his class of boys.) 






Difficult Points Explained 


By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D. 


How to Locate This Lesson 


K Bee - ministry in Judza is narrated by a only 

(chap. 3 : 22-36). The hostility of the Pharisees 

led Jesus to withdraw into Galilee through 
Samaria (vs. 1-4). 

Place.—In Samaria, between Judea and Galilee. 
‘*Jacob’s well” is northeast of Mount Gerizim (v. 20), 
about half an hour's walk from Nablous (Neapolis), 
built on the site of ancient Shechem. This was 
probably ‘‘ the city”’ spoken of in the lesson. Others 
suppose a nearer village, now named El-Asker, is 
meant. Dr. Trumbull suggested that the woman was 
drawing water for the laborers in the near-by fields. 

Time.—It is here held that ‘four months” (vy. 35) is 
to be taken literally, and hence that the time was De- 
cember, year of Rome 780,—that is A.D. 27. The 
date is fully discussed in The Sunday School Times 
of July 14, 1906. 

Persons.— Jesus, his disciples, a Samaritan woman, 
other Samaritans. The Samaritans were not of the 
Jewish race, though they worshiped Jehovah, ac- 
cepting only the Pentateuch. They were treated as 
foreigners and heretics by the Jews (v. 9). 


Light on Puzzling Passages 
Verse 6.—Sat thus by the well: Greek, ‘‘spring,” 


in this verse and verse 14.. ‘‘ Thus” probably refers 
to his ‘‘ being wearied.” 
Verse 9.—for Jews have no dealings with Samar- 


ttans: An explanation of the evangelist. Tischen- 
dorf, with the Sinaitic manuscripts, omits the clause. 

Verse 10.—Living water: ‘The woman referred 
this to running or spring water, as verse 11 shows. 

Verse 12,— We//; Not ‘spring ” here and in v. 11. 

Verse 14,—/ shal/ give; *‘I1” is emphatic.—Shad/ 
never thirst: The real.needs of the spirit will be 
supplied, Some refer this ‘‘water” to the Holy 
Spirit.—Shal/ become in him a well: Or, * spring.” 
The supply will be constant, and continue w/o eter- 
nal life. 

Verse 15.—Sr ; Here a merely respectful address. 
—Give me this water; A natural request, but based 
on a misunderstanding. 

Verse 18.—T7hts hast thou said truly: The answer 
of Jesus indicates superhuman knowledge, and the 
woman so understood it. 

Verse 19.—That thou art a prophet: This was, in 
such a woman, the beginning of faith. 

Verse 20.—Our fathers: Her Samaritan ancestors. 
It was claimed that their worship was earlier than 
that in Jerusalem.— 77s mountain: Gerizim, near 
at hand, the mount of blessing in Deuteronomy 11 : 
29.— Ye say: That is, the Jews. The woman's ques- 
tion was a natural one; whether prompted by a de- 
sire to learn the true way of approach to God from 
this ‘‘ prophet,”’ or an attempt to divert the conversa- 
tion to controversial topics. 

Verse 21.—Voman, believe me: A phrase occur- 
ring only here in the reports of our Lord’s discourses. 
—The hour cometh: Referring to his own manifesta- 
tions.— Nor in Jerusalem: Despite the sacredness of 
that place.—Worship the Father : Hinting at the uni- 
versality of Christ’s religion, because of the Father- 
hood of God. The object of worship, not the place, 
is the great matter. 

Verse 22.—For salvation ts from the Jews: 
‘*From,” proceeding from them to others; yet they 
had the true revelation. 

Verse 23.—Aut the hour cometh, and now ts: De- 
spite the privilege of the Jew, a better worship is set 
forth by Jesus.—/n spirit and truth: ‘‘In” is not re- 
peated. ‘*Spirit” means the human spirit, which in 
the true worshiper is renewed by the Holy Spirit. 
‘* Truth” means more than sincerely; it points to the 
true self-revelation of God. 

Verse 24.—God is a spirit: Not material at all ; 
hence true worship is not in outward forms and ritual, 
but in spirit. It is not addressed to a fancied being, 
but to the true God. 

Verse 26.—Among the Jews such a declaration 
would have led to political tumult ; but not among 
the Samaritans. 

Verse 27.— Was speaking with a woman: ‘‘ The 
woman” is misleading. The wonder in that Oriental 
region was that he should be talking with a woman. 

Verse 35.—Four months : See above. The contrast 
between material and spiritual food favors the view 
that there is here a contrast between material and 
spiritual harvests.—Zz/¢t up your eyes: This may re- 
fer to the Samaritans who ‘‘ were coming to him” 
(v. 30). 

Verses 36-38 are best explained as primarily refer- 
ring to the immediate success in Samaria. 
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Changed by a Touch 
By S. D. Gordon 


ESUS had a way of touching a man, and changing 
him through the touch, and then using the 
changed man to touch and change some one else, 

He still has that same blessed way. ‘I'he Gospels are 
full of stories of men touched and changed, and then 
touching and changing others. Sychar is one of 
these stories. 

Sychar was a half-breed village; the ple were 
of Jew blood partly and partly foreign blood. The 
Jews hated them because they had some of that de- 
testable foreign blood in them; and the foreigners 
hated them because they had some of the abomina- 
ble Jew blood inthem. So they were doubly hated, 
and had all the mora] hurt of such hatred. 

But Sychar was radically revolutionized. It was 
all shaken up, and then shapen up. Its men were 
changed; its women changed; its homes, its tradi- 
tions, were changed. For at least three or four gen- 
erations sleepy Sychar was not. the sare place, 
maybe for much longer. The story is full of striking 
things. 

One of the most striking of all was this: the 
change that came to the village came first to one 
person in the village, and then through that changed 
person there came to be a changed village. That is 
the way God always works. Every change that 
comes to the world comes first to some one person in 
the world. ‘The knife that cuts into the world’s sore, 
to cut it out, first of all cuts into some man’s heart- 
tissue. The reformation that shook Europe, first of 
all shook Luther. It went through him to others. 
Without doubt, God is looking to-day among The 
Sunday School Times readers for the man in whom 
he may make any change he chooses, that in turn he 
may make the change he longs to make /hrougé him 
in the whole village of his life. 

The first step in the Sychar change was this: this 
woman had a face-to-face talk with Jesus. That 
was all, but that was enough, That is enough, 
always. The result was that she saw herself as she 
really was. There are four persons inside each one 
of us: there is the man the crowd knows; there is 
the man the small inner circle of home-foltks knows,— 
a different person, of course; there is the man you 
know yourself, the underneath man, the motives and 
purposes and dominant ambitions, ~ 

But you are not down to the real man yet. There 
is the man that God knows) with-the shutters clear 
back to the bricks, the shadés' at’ the top of the Win- 
dows, and the light streaming in. This woman saw 
number four. That was the beginning ofthe change 
in her and in old Sychar. It will be the beginning of 
achange in anybody. And ‘life is contagious, ire 
spreads. Where the touch of God comes, the power of 
God goes. 

But. she saw more than herself, It's bad to see 
yourself as you are, if you stop there, It’s immensely 
helpful to see yourself as. you are if you see Some- 
body else, too. She first saw herself as she was; 
then she saw Jesus yearning to change and cleanse 
her whole life. And that’ was the beginning of the 
Sychar revival. 

Then she made.a sacrifice to tell some one else. 
She trudged parnage two miles from well to village 
and then back to tell her neighbors about Jesus. You 
think of it,—a woman, with a body less strong than 
a man’s, in a hot country, at a hot hour of the day,— 
a very real sacrifice of personal comfort. The real 
test of love and of life is the sacritice that one yields to 
as the need comes. In God's first plan of life there 
is no sacrifice. But life is not as God madeit. Sin 
has come in,—an abnormal thing, a foreign thing, 
that has no right here, And now ail life is askew 
because of sin. 

You cannot goa foot’s length down the path of 

your life without finding the keen edge of the knife 
of sacrifice athwart the path blocking your way. As 
aman yields to it graciously, winsomely, for Jesus’ 
sake, there comes into his life a tire and a fragrance 
that burns and breathes out for God everywhere he 
xyOes, 
" Then this woman had a talk with her neighbors. 
First, the face-to-face talk with Jesus; then with her 
neighbors. She did not plan it; it planned itself. It 
was irresistible. You cannot get into close touch 
with Jesus without feeling a tender, strong compul- 
sion to get into helpful touch with somebody need- 
ing him. She found a man down in the village. 
She said to him, *‘ Come up to the well; the Saviour 
of the world is up there; come up and meet him.” 
And he lifted his eyebrows and looked critically at 
her and said: * Been getting converted, eh, up at 
the well ? mighty glad. If anybody around Sychar 
can stand a change, I guess maybe you can.” And 
he laughed at her. You know, a sneering laugh is 
about the cheapest thing there is. That may ex- 
plain why it is so common. 

But she said: ‘‘ Never mind me; I know a worse 
woman than you do. I'm not talking about myself. 
You would not be if you had seen this man. You 
must see him; he’s wonderful.” And impelled by 
her earnestness more than her words, the man starts 
up the road to the well. Then she started another 
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and another and more, until soon there's a string of 
people trudging from village to well to see Jesus. 
he disciples had just beén to the village. They had 
known the Master much longer. They brought back 
some dread; she brought back some wien. Which 
are you bringing out of your village to Jesus,—bread 
or men?’ It may be bread avd men. It will be just 
what you go for. 
Mapison, N. J. 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie 


E LEFT /udea, and departed again into 
Galilee. 


And he must needs pass through 
Samaria (vs. 3, 4). The country of the Sa- 
maritans lies between Judea and Galilee. Never- 
theless, no Jew who wished to pass from either 
Jewish district to the other ever thought that he 
‘*must needs go through Samaria;” indeed, the Jews 
felt that they must avoid Samaria, and as a rule 
they traveled east ci the Jordan, or west of Samaria 
along the Mediterranean shore. To-day travelers 
often take the eastern or the western route. The 
‘must needs” of this verse cannot have risen from 
the geography of ths country. Why then he ‘‘must 
needs” go through Samaria? Was it because he 
wished to give the Samaritans an opportunity of 
seeing and acknowledging ‘‘the Saviour of the 
world”? (v. 42.) Was it necessary to go through 
Samaria as a preparation for the mission of. Philip, 
Peter, and John some years later? (Acts 8: 5, 14, 25.) 
Did not our Lord inteud to show that he regarded 
such a ‘‘ wall of partition” with no favor ? 
esus saith unto her, Give me to drink (v. 7). 
The Metawily sect of Palestine and Persia refuse a 
drink to any not of their own nation, and object toa 
stranger touching their vessels, but this happens 
because the Metawily fear ceremonial contamination. 
With this exception, a request such as our Lord 
made is considered reasonable, and almost always 
granted. I have seen a Muhammadan woman, 
though veiled lest she should be seen of men, pause 
on the road and hold her water-pot for a stranger to 
drink out of, evidently feeling happy.and proud 
of her deed. The theory of Orientals is that a drink 
of water should never be refused to any one, and 
even Metawilies would give a stranger water in his 
own vessel should he have any. 

I have seen individuals waiting .by the. wayside 
with a water-pot to give drink. Some of. these way- 
side water dispensers do it for a mofiey reward; 
others as a sacrifice or a way of accumulating merit. 


Suweir, Mt. LEBANON, SyRIa. . 
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What Christ Has Done for Woman 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan L. Pierson 


HE Samaritan woman is a picture of womankind 
without Christ. She was a sinner, without the 
knowledge of a Saviour; ignorant, without an 

opportunity for education; weary with seeking satis- 
faction at the world’s fountain; and thirsty, but 
never having heard of the Water of Life. 

Such is woman tc-day where Christ is unknown. 
In Africa she is the slave of man; in Turkey she is 
at best his plaything. Gautama Booddha was granted 
three requests—tlat he should never be born as ver- 
min, never go to hell, and never become a woman,— 
the three most dreaded fates! Among the Hindoos, 
women are ignorant and imprisoned in zenanas, 
Until recently it was thought a folly or a crime to 
teach them to read. Over eight million girls in India 
are doomed to the abuse and drudgery otf. child 
widows. Among Muhammadans women are ad- 
mitted to paradise only to continue their degradation 
as slaves tomen. Our Moslem guide in Egypt re- 
marked that he would shoot his wife dead if he 
should see her unveiled upon the street. Young 
girls are taken from the mission schools at the ages 
of fifteen or sixteen to marry men whom they have 
never seen, and in a few years may be cast off to 
make room for some other favorite. ‘‘ Ah, Sahib,” 
said a Persian woman to a missionary, ‘‘our life 
is heli /” 

Christ came to emancipate. woman not only in 
Africa and Asia, but in Europe and America. ere, 
too, are Jacob’s Wells, where unfortunate, degraded 
women meet the Saviour, are cleansed from sin, and 
begin a new life. Christ does not hesitate to touch 
the most sin-stained; he enlightens their ignorance 
and quenches the thirst of their parched souls. Chris- 
tian women, above all, owe everything to Christ. 
The least they can do is, like the woman of Samaria, 
to spread the good news—and they do. 

References ; ‘‘ Woman and Her Saviour in yy twee Reports 
of the Florence Crittenton Mission and of the Salvation. Army. 


“« Wrongs of Indian Womanhood,” Fuller; “Our Moslem Sisters,’’ 
Van Sommer. . 


Brook yn, N. Y. 
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Seed-Time and Harvest in Palestine 
From Studies in Oriental Social Life, by H. Clay Trumbull. 


N PALESTINE, neither all the sowing: nor all the 

reaping of the fields is done at one and the same 

. season; As soon as one crop is out of the ground, 
another is Fe av ren for. As soon as the fields are 
cleared, in the midsummer or in' the early autumn, the 
ground is plowed, and the winter wheat or some other 

ain is sowed, in advance of the rainy season. 

gain, between the early and the latter rains of the 
springtime there will be plowing, and the sowing of 
barley or oats or lentils for a later crop. 

In the second week. in April, 1 saw on the Plain of 
the Cornfields, not far from Jacob’s Well, the grain 
already weil ripened toward the harvest; while just 
southward of that region, and again, two days later, 
just northward of it, lsaw plowing and planting going 
Tes And soit is likely to have been in the iis of 

esus. 

It would seem most natural, from the story as it 
stands, to suppose that the visit of Jesus to Jacob’s 
Well was made in the springtime, and that the hour 
was noonday; but, however that may be, it is ob- . 
vious that there were within the eye-sweep of. Jesus 
and his disciples the signs of seed-sowing on the one 
hand and of ripening harvest on the other; and that 
it was by calling attention to these two processes of 
nature in so close proximity of time and space that 
Jesus taught the lesson he would have his disciples 
there receive. * 4 


The Busy Man’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


HE woman {v..19). . Jesus and the ‘ Tender- 
loin.” I wonder how many of you women are 
willing to let yourself be seen in the most public 

place in town in grey | chat with the ‘‘ woman of 
Samaria” ?. When poor Effie Deans came home that 
time, not a single woman went to the broken, for- 
lorn, and repentant little girl with a word of love and 
help,—no, ma’am, not one. Rittenbocker Square 
has no dealings with the Tenderloin, But heaven 
has,.thank God! (Isa. 1:18; John 8:11.) There is 
but one Mrs. Wittemore that I know of,—-more's the 
pity. (Mrs. Wittemore is. a woman of. wealth and 
position in New York City, who gave up society to 
spend her life and fortune in uplifting fallen women. 

er story of the rescue of, Blue Bird of Mulberry 
Bend is one of the classics of rescue work. Blué’Bird 
won over a hundred of her old companiéns before her 
death.) But there are hundreds of .Blue Birds in 
Mulberry Bends waiting for the rose and the kiss. 
‘‘ Christianity has never been tried,” cries the cynic, 
—and I wonder if it has? No woman’s class need 
get any farther than this verse to-day. 


In Jerusalem ts the place where men ought to 
worship (v. 20). Yes, indeed,—in the Methodist, 
Baptist, Lutheran, Presbyterian, Episcopalian, and 
so forth, church is the place where men a to 
worship! Here is Christ’s answer to that. et us 
be thankful this old spirit is passing away. You are 
a poor kind of a Presbyterian if you cannot be 
graciously aristocratie with the dignified Episcopalian, 
and warm up with the earnest and fervid Methodist 
(1 John1: 7). The Iron Rose Bible Class is all the 
better because all sorts of us are sitting here talking 
over the real things of life and having a good time 
together. = 


Worship in spirit and truth (v. 24). What is 
worship? There is no better commentary than a 
good dictionary. Worship—the act of paying honors 
to God. When you bow yourself in church, what do 
you usually think about— honest, now? God or 
“things”? Do you think of HER? You are proba- 
bly honoring her, but itis not worshiping God. Do 
ter say your prayers, or pray ? I heard of a man who 

ung on his wall one of those Scripture text-rolls like 
the ene that Aunt Sally gave you Christmas. Every 
night he just pointed to the roll and said, ‘‘ Them’s 
my sentiments,” and tumbled into bed. How many 
prayers are any better thanthat ? Do you remember 
that time the ‘‘ U-and-I” boys hel the poor old 
colored woman down in ‘‘ The Neck”? . How each of 
you brought something good, and, forming single 
file, went into the front door of the poor little cabin 
and out the backdoor? As you passed the table, you 
laid upon it,—one a ham, another a bag of flour, rice, 
potatoes, corn-meal, tea, sugar, etc. And the old 
colored woman stood there speechless as in a dream, 
with tears chasing each other down her wrinkled 
cheeks. Remember the, prayer-meeting you held 
afterwards up on the corner? What prayers you 
fellows made,—nothing like the kind you rattle off 
before jumping into bed! Well,.that is worshiping 
God ‘‘in truth” (Jas. 1 : 27). 


I that speak unto thee am he (v. 28). A ‘free 
thinker” once said to me that Christ never claimed 
out-and-out to be the Messiah even when asked, and 
he quoted John 1o: 24. I could not just on the mo- 
ment think of John 4: 26, Don’t you get caught this 


( Continued on page 46, fourth coiumr) 


LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 9 (John 4 : 1-42) 


~-The Illustration Round-Table » - 


All readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this department, 
One dollar is offered for every anecdotal lesson illustration that can 
‘ ha used, and two dollars for the best illustration used for each week's 

“lesson. 
Ittustrations are due three months before the date of the lessons. Do 
not ibute without ding for particulars, with lesson calendar, 
which will be sent by the ‘Times, free, upon request. 


Finding the Streak of Gold —v. 7. 


ESUS saith unto her (v.7): Thelate Mr. Armour 
was once remonstrated with for helping a certain 
young man who seemed not worth the aid given 

him. ‘*Oh, well,” replied Mr. Armour genially, ie | 
don’t suppose we have struck pay-dirtin him yet; but 
there is a streak of gold somewhere; or he could not 
do even these two or three decent-things that he has 
done. You know it takes an awful sight of moral 
power for some of us to be even decent.” Jesus had 
the power of finding the ‘‘ streak of gold '’ in others. 
He found “ pay-dirt” in this woman, and developed 
the ‘‘ streak of gold,” so that she became a soul-win- 
ning convert.—Zhe Rev. John D: Rumsey, Man- 
chester, lowa. The prize for this week is awarded 
to this tllustration. 


Unused Riches in the Midst of Poverty—v. 10. 

If thou knewest the gift of God (vy. to). Wayland 
Hoyt says: ‘*George Macdonald has a story of a 
father and daughter, dwellers in an old Scotch castle, 
so reduced and poor that they could only live in the 
scantiest way, who all the time, however, were 
really rich, because in a secret cupboard were masses 
of flashing jewels, put there by some ancestor of an 
earlier time. If they had known how rich they were! 
And all the time God’s utmost ‘gift of forgiveness, 
strength, love, power for noble pving, are at men’s 
hands, if they but knew.” —£. C. McCabe, Arnold, Pa. 


A Lesson From an Old Roman Spring—v. 14. 

A well of water springing up unto eternal * & 
(v. 14). F. B. Meyer, in his book, ‘‘ Back to Bethel,” 
says : ‘‘Some’ years ago my friend, Dr. Handley 
Moule, visited the excavations in the Forum at Rome. 
While there, as the rubbish was being cleared away, 
suddenly there gushed forth the waters of a spring 
that had been choked for centuries. Poor little 
spring ! Longing to express itself, and flash in the 
sunlight, but choked by the accumulation of the 





years! Let us see'to it that our lives are as a well of 


water springing up'unto everlasting life ; if: not, let 
us ask God to cledr the rubbish away that the water 
may flow.”"—£sther Hovey, Toronto, Ont. 


A Hindoo Convert’s Wortship—v. 24. 

They that. worship hint must worship ,in spirit 
and truth (xy. 24)., In-!*A Struggle for a Soul” the 
story is told of Samadhanam, a convert from Hindoo- 
ism, who, by her appreciation of the true spirit of 
worship, put to shame many more mature Christians. 


She longed to spend a Sunday with other Christians ~ 


in praise and prayer. But there were no other Chris- 
tians in the village; and she felt sad and lonely. 
Moreover, all the villagers were going to their or- 
dinary field-work, and expected her to do the same. 
However, she resolved to keep that Sunday, and 
tying some cold rice in a bundle, and calligg a neigh- 
bor's little daughter, she set out for a lonely place in 
the hills far away from the village. There she held 
services. She knew only two lyrics, but these she 
sang over and over again, and told the little girl 
with her the few stories she knew about Jesus, and 


in two or three broken sentences offered prayer. At’ 


mid-day they ate the cold rice and’ lay down to rest, 
then sang the lyrics again; and as the sun went down 
she returned to the viliage, her heart comforted and 
gladdened she knew not how. ‘Where have you 
been all day ?”’. asked the astonished neighbors, ‘It's 
the Christian’s holy day,” she replied ;. ‘‘we have 
been keeping it in the wilderness.” 


How. Commander Foote Acted the —v. 28. 

The woman left her waterpot, and went away 
into the city (v. 28). She went to become a mission- 
ary,.to bring others to the Saviour whom she had 
found. The Ram’s Horn tells this: ‘‘ When Com- 
mander Foote was in Siam he had the privilege of 
entertaining the king on board his vessel as a guest. 
Like a Christian man, as he was, he did not hesitate 
in the royal presence to ask a bléssing. -‘ Why, that 
is just as the missionaries do,’ remarked the king, 
with some surprise. ‘ Yes,’ answered the heroic 
sailor, ‘and I, too, am a missionary.’”— Zhe Rev. W. 
Thorburn Clark, Carrsville, Va. 


The Underside—v. 29. 
Come, see a man, who told me all things that ever 


/ did (x. 29). While a boy at home my father gave 
orders that the yard should be put in order; and that 


a pile of new boards at a.certain place should be re-. 


moved to another place. I proceeded to move the 
boards, and when the last board was picked up I saw 
something that made me shudder,—a number of 
lizards crawling for a hiding-place. This board had 
two sides: one appeared respectable, the other was 
full of corruption. There is an underside to each life, 
often called ‘‘a skeleton.”” This woman had the un- 
derside of her life revealed by the Master, and it 
made her shudder. God sees us as we are, not as 
we appear, not as we are reputed, but. as we are in 
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character. ~ Would we be ashamed if God gave us a 
glimpse of our true selves ?—Pau/ S. Meinert, Pal- 
myra, N: J. - 

% 


Who Were the Samaritans ? | 


HEN Sargon captured Samaria in 724 B.C., he 
carried into captivity, by his own account, 
27,286 people. Finding that the remaining 

Israelites were rebellious, he began a systematic 
course for their denationalization. He introduced 
colonists, who continued to practise idolatry in their 
new home. Wild beasts, which had multiplied dir- 
ing the wars, killed some of the idolaters. Con- 
cluding that they did not know how to worship the 


_ particular god of the country, they informed the King 


of Assyria. He sent them a priest from among the 
captive Israelites, who took up his residence at 
Bethel, and began to instruct the. people regarding 
Jehovah, He was unable to persuade them to abandon 
their ancestral idolatry. They combined their idola- 
tries with the worship of Jehovah, -This dual wor- 
ship they nage up until after the fall of Jerusalem. 
[The descendants of Sargon’s colonists, who had in- 
termarried with the Jews, were the Samaritans of 
Christ’s day.]—Condensed from Davis’ Bible Dic- 
tionary. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson 


E ARE grateful to thee, our Father, for life 
and abounding life on this thy holy day. We 
rejoice in the many evidences of thy care in 

the past week, and we look forward hopefully, trust- 
ingly, to the busy week — which we are entering. 
No good thing have we lacked; nothing that is for 
our good dost thou withhold from us. We have 
longed for much that would not have been best for 
us, and these things thou hast mercifully denied us. 
If only our thirst would ever lead us to thy Son for 
its satisfying! Grant, O Lord, that to'thee we may 
turn when desire is keen within us, and instead of 
the emptiness that we so often find in the thing we 
seek, may~we find through thee the satisfying of 
every true need, regarding what is not of thee as 
unworthy. Give us, we pray thee, that living water 
which thow hast promised to those who ask it. Amen. 


Before the Lesson ates 

‘Was any one in this room eyer. thirsty ? Yes, many 
of you. ut were you really ¢hirsty ?, Of course, 
every one of us knows a little about it; but I suppose 
we cannot begin to realize what real thirst is until 
we have lived in a land where water is very scarce, 
and the summer sun terribly hot, and the summer 
wind dry and dusty. As we study to-day, let us try 
to understand how much thirst meant to the woman 
by the well,—not our feeble thirst, but a burning, 
wearying thirst that the Samaritans knew all about. 

Perhaps as we study our teachers will remind us 
of another thirst which we know just as much about 
as any. Samaritan who ever lived,—a thirst which 
only Jesus can satisfy. “Let me write on the board: 








IF ANY MAN THIRST 








and after the lesson I will ask allof you to tell me the 
remedy, the cure. (Call for the answer after the 
lesson, and write, ‘* Let him come unto me.’’) 

[Ought there to be some decisions for Christ in your 
school to-day ? Some teachers may not even know 
whether all their scholars have given themselves to 
Christ. Have you not a peculiar privilege and re- 
sponsibility just here ?] 

% 


Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ** Bible Songs"’ 


‘* Jesus, lover of my soul.”’ Psalm 42 : 1-6. 
**T heard the voice pony say.” (57 : 1-3. 88 : 1-3.) 
** Revive thy work, O Lord."’ Psalm 36 : 7-9. 
‘The Spirit in our hearts is whis- 


i (49 : 6-8. 75 : 1-4.) 
pering, ‘ Sinner, come. ’ 


‘“Oh, still im accents sweet and (82 : 1-5. 125 : 1-3.) 
strong."’ Psalm 38 : 10-13 
‘“ Jesus, thou jov of loving hearts."’ (52 : 10-12. 81 : 1-4.) 
‘*O Bread to pilgrims given."’ Psalm 40 : 1-6. 
‘* Light of light, enlighten me."’ (54: 1-3. 84: 1-3.) 
b 4 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


Monday.—John 4 : 1-15 
Tuesday.—John 4 : 16-30 
Wednesday.— John 4 : 31-42 
‘Thursday.—2 Kings 17 : 24-34... . 
Friday.—Isaiah 12 ...... 
Saturday.—Isaiah 55: 1-7... 


reas and the woman of Samaria 


. . . The Samaritans 
. . Wells of Salvation 
. . Without price 


Sunday.—-Rev. 22 : 1-7, 17-21 . rs é " y a a Whosoever will"’ 
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Graded Helps 
The Adult Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


How the Samaritans Came to Believe 
that Jesus wasthe Saviour ofthe World 


I, THe GENERAL PREPARATION (John 4 : 1-42). 
[For each member of the Bible class.) 


HE a of Jesus and the disciples after 
they left Judeea was such as to give them cour- 
age. With delicate regard for John the Baptist, 

qoous had withdrawn from his neighborhood, having 

come so popular that the Pharisees were beginning 
to inquire into his own ministry. He started along 
the well-known route to Galilee, and at Sychar, near 
Shechem, had occasion to make a declaration about 
himself more explicit than any public statement 
hitherto made. 

His conversation with the Samaritan woman is full 
of suggestive interest, He asked for a drink of water, 
to her great astonishment. But his thirst was for- 
st in a desire to quicken her life. Leading on 

rom his first approach (vs. 10-15), although she was 

both ignorant and unspiritual, he awakened within 
her a sense of her spiritual need. She evaded his 
direct question, but he forced her to recognize the 
moral laxity of her life in a way which led her to 
recognize him as one of prophetic insight. Again she 
turned the conversation away from herself by seizing 
the chance to ask a question of stock interest. Jesus 
could not be diverted from her need. He talked with 
her freely and searchingly about God’s fatherhood, 
his spirituality, his true place of worship, and his de- 
mand that his worshipers should give him reverence 
with lives truly Godlike in motive trend, and sincerely 
honest and moral. 

It was a great sermon. Her heart was deeply 
stirred, and she expressed a yearning for the coming 
of the Messiah, who was to set at rest all such per- 
plexities, To her amazement the traveler said, ‘I 
that speak unto thee am he.” 

Her hurried word to the villagers was enough to 
bring them to his presence. But/as they came, he for- 
got his weariness, thirst, and hunger. He was kindled 
with the thought of the ‘multitudes of receptive men 
and women, waiting for the voice of a heavenly mes- 
songer who should summon them. into the kingdom. 

The two.days that followed must have been days 
of rare enjoyment. They lingered as a happy 
memory in the mind of the aged apostle. They were 
days of teaching, of the awakening of faith, not merely 
personal but universal. 

This narrative affords a capital example of the 
method of Jesus in dealing with one of dormant re- 
ligious life. The woman was *‘ good-natured, fickle, 
and sensual, not at first sight a fit auditor of such a 
revelation as Jesus could make. But he made her 
conscious of her need ; then his words went home.” 

His teaching reached great heights. - He declared 
himself unreservedly. e taught the Samaritans a 
universal and wholly spiritual gospel. 





II. REFERENCE LITERATURE, 

A leaflet containing the names and prices of reference works bear- 
ing on the current lessons will be mailed by The Sunday School Times 
Co., upon request, for a two-cent stamp. 

Riggs’ ‘‘ Messages” (pp, 122-128) and Bosworth’s 
‘« Studies in the Life of Jesus’’ (pp. 213, 214) are very 
illuminative. Professor Beardslee of Hartford in 
‘*Teacher-Training with the Master Teacher” (pp. 
17-20), cleverly analyzes the interview. All commen- 
taries discuss this chapter fully. Dods, ‘‘ Expositor’s 
Bible” (pp. 131-189), discusses helpfully the great 
ideas of the passage. 


III. SuGGEsSTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON. 

This lesson exhibits the keenness of Jesus in meet- 
ing spiritual needs. He converted a casual rest into 
a revival. 

The Woman of Sychar. Why was she surprised at 
being asked a favor by Jesus ? 

Hts Figurative Speech. What was the difference 
between what each understood by the term “living 
water”? 

His Moral Probe. What was his motive in laying 
bare her past life ? 

His Glorious Prophetic Teaching. Did Jesus re- 
buke or rather transform the woman’s expectation ? 
What positive truths did he utter ? 

The Joy of Service. Did he emphasize the mighti- 
est motive for Christian sacrifice ? 

Those Two Days. Was the conclusion of the 
Samaritans at all surprising ? 


IV. For Pupits’ Home Stupy on NExT WEEK’s LEsson. 
(For assignment in advance, by the teacher, to members of the class.) 
_ 1. What led the Galileans to receive Jesus? 2. 
How far had the officer come to find him? 3. What 
sort of reputation was Jesus unwilling to acquire ? 
4. What was the remarkable element in this miracle 
of healing ? 
Boston. 
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My Class -of Girls 
By Margaret E. Sangster 


F THE girls have not read the lesson over care- 
fully at home, ask them all to do so the first 
thing in class. Then give each a small pad and 

pencil, with the request that each shall write briefly 
what most impressed her in the story. Such points 
as these will, perhaps, be made: 


People traveled on foot then, and bought food by the 
way. 
- Jesus was tired, and sat down by a well to rest. 

Jesus spoke very kindly to a stranger, who thought it odd 
when he asked her for a drink. 

He was going home, but he had to go through Samaria, 
where the people were not friendly. 

Jesus did not look down on the Samaritans. 

He plainly told this woman that he was the Messiah, 

He told her that real worship was of the spirit, 

He told her he could give her living water. 

She went and called her neighbors to come and see Jesus. 


Thus the girls may reach the heart of the lesson. 
Although Jesus was weary, and faint with hunger, he 
forgot himself when he had a chance to help one 
who was in need, No doubt he saw sadness in the 
woman's face, for she had led a sinful life. The 
Samaritans were a mixed race, ‘The Jews regarded 
them with contempt.. If we scorn anybody on ac- 
count of race, color, or condition, we are as bad as 
the Jews were. We all look up to a common Father. 
We are sometimes conceited because we have be- 
haved well or ‘have been strict in doing our duty, but 
Jesus said that outward ceremonies mattered less 
than having the spirit right before God. Perhaps 
we do not understand about living water. We think 
if we were rich or famous, or could travel abroad, or 
lead our class, that would satisfy us. But no; we 
still should need something more,—Christ'’s life in us. 

acob'’s old well was very deep, yet it might run dry. 

“he well of living water never fails. 

To go home from Judea to Galilee, Jesus had to 
pass through a hostile country. Are we not, step by 
step, walking heavenward? Is not earth our Sa- 
maria? We should all notice. that Jesus expressly 
declares himself the Christ. When the woman heard 
this message, she hurried to call. her friends; We 
too must tell the same sweet story. ; 


Home Work for the Girls on Next Week’s Lesson 
(To be assigned by the teacher, giving one or more questions to 
each girl, the answers to be brought into class next Sunday.) 

1. What miracle had Jesus already wrought in 
Cana of Galilee? 2. Why was Galilee the most dif- 
ficult place for Jesus to work? 3. Whocame to Jesus, 
and what did he want? 4. What made this man 

leasing in Jesus’ sight? 5. What request of his did 
Feeus grant? és 


My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C. Foster 


ERSES 1 to 4 gave opportunity to use a good 
V map of Palestine and a chart showing the 
journeyings of Christ. Henceforth we must 
ever have each of these accessories within easy reach, 
for one of them will often prove to be the focusing- 
glass of the lesson, I told the story of verses 1 tu 18, 
and no verses were read, although all Bibles were 
open. Little or much time may be given to the de- 
scription of an Eastern well, the waterpot, the cus- 
tom of women acting as water-carriers, the scarcity 
of water, the enmity between Jews.and Samaritans. 
There are picturesque features here in plenty. 

The boys recognized the fact that ordinary water 
does not always quench thirst. They looked a little 
wonderingly as I told them how Christ spoke of the 
‘living water.” Perhaps they. did not fully compre- 
hend; but I could at least tell them out of my own 
experience how the yearnings and cravings of the 
human heart are only satisfied from within. 

The verses 19 to 29 we read and discussed together. 
Certain facts I taught; many, suited better to an 
adult class, I omitted. Worship now is a matter of 
communion of each heart with God; and this may take 
place anywhere, within costly temple or out on the 
desert, at sea or on land,—yes, anywhere, if it is ‘‘in 
spirit and truth.” 

I told something of verses 30 to 42, especially em- 
phasizing verses 30 and 39, for my special teaching- 
point was suggested by Mr. Gordon's article. Christ 
touches a life; the life is transformed, and begins to 
touch other lives. First it’s the woman of Samaria; 
then many from the city. First it’s a Sunday-school 
boy; then he brings others to Christ. He grows up 
to be a teacher, and other boys are brought to Christ. 
Perhaps it’s only one man or woman who is touched 
by Christ, and then carries the influence to the can- 
nibals of the Hawaiian Islands. And in less than a 
hundred years the people are civilized, law-abiding, 
Christ-loving. (Here's fine missionary teaching.) 
Christ touches a life; that life touches many others. 

Look at these six needles. Has any one needle a 
special influence over the others? Apparently not. 
But (have your needles and magnet actually with you 
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in class) I-bring a horseshoe magnet into contact with 
this one needle; some strong influence goes out trom 


magnet to needle, and now my one needle influenees « - 


each of the other five in turn. The magnet has 
touched the: needle; it in turn becomes a magnet to 
draw the others to it. So with Christ: he touches a 


life, and that new life becomes a center of power and: 


influence. So it will be with your lives, fellows, if 
you let Christ ‘‘ magnetize” you with his love. « 


Home Work for the Boys on Next Week’s Lesson 
(To be assigned by the teacher, giving one or more questions to 
each boy, the answers to be brought into class next Sunday.) 

1. Find Cana of Galilee on the map. How far was 
it from Capernaum?~ 2. What feast is meant in 
verse 45? (John 2:13.) 3. Did Jesus answer the 
request in the way the nobleman asked him to? 4. 
What was the first sign, or miracle, that Jesus did in 
Galilee ? 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


Bigs as Queen Victoria rode in an open car- 
riage on a country road, it began to rain, so 
she asked her servant to borrow an umbrella 
from a farmhouse near by. When he knocked, a 
woman opened the door just a crack, and seemed 
rather cross at the request. But at last she handed 
him a very old umbrella. The wind soon blew the 
umbrella inside out, so it didn't help the queen much. 
Next day she bought a beautiful new umbrella, and 
sent it with the old one and a note, ‘‘ The Queen is 
sorry that the wind broke your umbrella, She hopes 
that you will accept another in its place. She thanks 
you for your kindness.” 

The woman’s face turned pale as she read the 
note, and asked, ‘‘ Was that the queen? and I didn’t 
know it! I have wanted to see her all my life, and 
when I had a chance to invite her into my house I 
didn’t even look at her, and I lent her my very oldest 
umbrella. What a pity! I am so ashamed.” She 
always prized the umbrella that came as a gift from 
the queen. 

Long before, another woman had a chance todo a 
little kindness to Jesus, just to give him a drink of 
water, but she didn’t know him, as they talked, until 
he offered her a more precious gift,—the Water of 
Life. 

Jesus and his disciples were going home to Galilee 
from that passover feast in Jerusalem, where he had 
cleansed the temple, and afterward talked with Nico- 
demus about ‘‘God’s Gift of Love and .Life Ever- 
lasting ” (review briefly). 

They had walked a iong way since early morning, 
over a hot, dusty road. About noon they reached an 
old well in Samaria, where they stopped to rest. In 
hot, dry countries, every well or spring is greatly 


rized. Plants, animals, people, must have water to 
ive. it is one of the best gifts of God. (Write 
The Well a Gift of God.) 

Jesus sat alone by the well to rest, while his disci- 
ples went to the village to buy food. While he waited 
a woman came to draw water, and Jesus asked her for 
a drink. (Show the picture-roll, and complete. the 
Bible story). 

Help the children to appreciate the different kinds 
of hunger and thirst that come into people’s lives. 
The body hungers and thirsts for food and drink. 
The mind of a child gets hungry for stories. When 
little Joseph Neesima found a page of the Bible in 
geppanes. he was so hungry to learn more that he 

id himself in a ship coming to America. .When the 
kind owner heard how his mind was thirsting for 
knowledge he sent him to school and college until he 
learned enough to go back to Japan and start a col- 
lege there. 

Little Mildred was making her first visit away 
from home. At bedtime such a lump came in her 
throat, and her heart was so hungry or lonesome for 
mother’s love and kisses that she could hardly keep 
from crying. 

Sometimes the soul, which God has given to every 
child, hungers and thirsts to know and do what is 
right. Jesus said, ‘‘ Blessed are they that hunger 
and thirst after right things [righteousness]; for 
they shall be filled.” He talked to the woman at 
the well until her soul was thirsty to do right, then 
he told her about The Water of Life (add that). This 
was a new name for himself. (Place in the quarter's 
diagram, suggested in Lesson 1.) 


Ware bo OF 
THE J ly 
ATER OF LIFE OD 


The woman knew that the Water of Life was for 
her, but Jesus said it was for pony | who wanted 
it. “If any man [an body] thirst, let him come 
unto me and drink.” sk mother to read the whole 
story from John’s Gospel, and then to turn to the 
last chapter of the Bible, where it tells of the river of 
Water of Life, and says, ‘‘ Whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely.” 

Peoria, ILL. <2 5 
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Workers’ Questions Answered 








Alternating every other week with Mr. Marion Lawrance, General 
Secretary of the International Sunday School Association, who answers 
questions on the work in the Sunday-school, the following 

pec lists will er-queries in,their classified fields of work : 

The Adult Bible Class: W. C. Pearce, Superintendent of ‘the Inter- 
national Adult Department. 

Primary Problems: Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes, International 
Elementary Superintendent. 

‘ Semgorense Teaching : Mrs. Zillah Foster Stevens, of the Interna- 
tional Temperance Department.. 

The Home Department: Mrs. Flora V. Stebbins. 

Parents’ Problems: Patterson Du Hois. 

_ Questions from readers to any of these writers should be addressed 
in care of The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila., Pa. 





Ask Marion Lawrance! 


KENTUCKY.—Some of:the scholars in my class teach in the 
country too far away to come during the school season. ‘l'hey 
do not want to leave my class, and yet to carry their names 
reduces the average percentage of attendance. How shall 
I arrange this without offending the scholars ? 

This is easy. Make them. corresponding members 
of your class, and do all that is done with them 
through correspondence. This is practically a feature 
of the Home Department. I should send them a 
quarterly regularly, and ask them to write a letter 
each quarter indicating that they have studied the 
lesson each week a half-hour. In this way their 
names will‘ be carried on the class card. They are 
actual members, but are not counted in when you 
figure your percentage of attendance to enrolment. 
This plan is quite customary in many localities. 


MICHIGAN.—I should like to take the teacher’s-training 
course, but there is not a class in the town. Can I takea 
course alone and get a diploma ? 

All of the Associations which are doing anything 
in teacher-training make provision for individual 
students. You should correspond with the Rev. S. 
T. Morris, Grand Rapids, Michigan, who is in charge 
of the teacher-training work in your State, under the 
auspices of the Michigan Sunday-School Association. 
He will give you the course of study, tell you where 
to get the books and the price of them, and will tell 
you about the examination and furnish the diploma 
when you have satisfactorily completed the course. 
You aré: doing well to fit: yourself for the teaching 
office in this way. Would it not be possible for you 
to get-same others to.take the course with you? You 
will find it much easier in that way, and you are at 
the same time doing a great good to others. How- 
ever, there are thousands of students in the United 
States taking individual courses. 


NEW YorRK.—I want to learn up-to-date ideals, principles, - 


and details in building, equipments, personnel of officers, ma- 
terials ofall kinds used, espeeially during sessions of the school 
and everything auxiliary to the school.—W. B. J. 

- One of the best things you can do is to read the 
articles in the current Sunday-school publications, 
such as The Sunday School Times, and others of that 
character, including denominational helps. You will 
find articles bearing on different phases of Sunday- 
school work, such as architecture, equipment, duties 
of officers, etc. Theré are also a number of books 
which have been issued comparatively recently, such 
as, for example, ‘‘ Ways of Working,” by Dr. Schauf- 
fler; ‘‘Sunday School Problems,” and ‘‘Sunday 
School Success,” by Professor Wells, and many 
others. The Handbooks issued by The Sunday 
School Times are capital and inexpensive. If you 
will send to me at my Chicago office, 806 Hartford 
Building, I will send you a leaflet entitled ‘‘ Sixty 
Best. Books for Sunday School Workers.”’ This will 
help you in your selection. 





KENTUCKY.—I am starting a teacher-training class, and 
have ordered the books. The class is now studying the regu- 
lar Sunday-school lessons, and I do not believe they want to 
give them up. I want the class to be a supply-teacher class. 
As a regular Sunday-school class, it is doing good work in 
many ways. What shall I do about it ?—A. 

It is entirely impossible for any one class to be a 
regular Sunday-school class, a supply teacher class, 
and a teacher-training class at the same time. If 
your class is well organized and doing good work, 
and insists on keeping on with the regular lessons, it 
would be a pity to disturb them, unless they are all 
willing to train for teachers. If they are, then drop 
the regular Sunday-school lesson entirely, for the 
time being, and tap up the teacher-training course 
at the regular Sunday-school hour. This is the only 
solution to your problem, unless you can get these 
pupils together during the week for the teacher- 
training work, and this will be exceedingly difficult 
to do. To make a training class a supply teacher 
class, and draw upon it Sunday after:Sunday, is 
suicidal. ‘There can be but one result to such a pro- 
cedure, and that is demoralization and the breaking 
up of the class as a teacher-training class. When a 
class starts in on the teacher-training course, it 
should. make a business of it, and the officers of the 
school should let them severely alone, never calling 
upon any of them for a single Sunday to act as sup- 
ply teachers. This is the price of success, and to do 
anything less than this is to invite failure. 





ae Se te 








ll 





LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 9 (John 4 : 1-42) 
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“Advancing Teacher-Training a Generation 


A Report of the Sunday-school Teacher-Training Conference held in Philadelphia, January 7-8, 1908 


By Eugene C. Foster 








v6 HIRTY,” said one, as he counted the chairs in 
the room; ‘‘I guess that will be more than 
enough.” But soon they were too few, and 
the attendants brought in more until the great long 
table was once surrounded, and then a second row 
took shape beyond the first, and forty people were 
gathered. 

Not many? No, it wasn’t.a crowd—of So sel 
but it was a teeming multitude of ideas and plans. 
Here were denominational leaders from east and 
west, north and south, from United States, and from 
Canadian provinces, ‘Here were secretaries of great 
state Sunday-school associations, agogical ex- 
perts, teacher-training leaders, publishers. Here 
were Secretarizs Marion Lawrazce, W. C. Pearce, 
and Mrs. J. W. Barnes, of the International Commit- 
tee. Here was Chairman Bailey, of the Executive 
Committee of the World’s Sunday School Associa- 
tion ; and Chairman Hartshorn, of the Executive 
Committee of the International Association; and Dr. 
Brumbaugh, the presiding chairman—genial, jovial, 
courteous and diplomatic, and touchingly, teachingly 
reverent as he opened the deliberations with the read- 
ing of the Scriptures and prayer. 

It is safe to say that few knew just all they had 
gathered for until the meeting was well begun. Of 
course they knew why they had come; the Com- 
mittee on Education of the International Sunday 
School Association, through Mr. Pearce, had invited 
them to a conference on teacher-training. But the 
importance, the scope, the larger meaning of the con- 
ference, few knew, until it had begun, and pro- 
gressed and ended. 

‘As the story was unfolded a kind of dream vista 
stole over the listener. -Room and familiar faces 
faded from view, and he looked into other faces from 
Nova Scotia tothe Gulf, from the eastern to the 
western wave-washed shores ; earnest. people, here 


. one, there a group, people whose faces showed the 


yearning for equipment that they might interpret the 
things of God to: the: scholars:in ‘their classes; he 


!csaw, too, the faces of other men and women, Moses- 


like, who called ‘their people forth to the promised 
land of. teaching efficiency... He saw—but the heavy 
hand of the chairman-was tapping for silence, and he 
was saying that Secretary Pearce had the floor. 

The question was: What minimum course shall 


‘the International Association recognize as a first 


course in teacher-training. One year or two years, 
fifty lessons or a hundred? What subjects should it 
treat? Time enough remained before the lunch 
hour to develop the fact that scarcely two thought 
alike; that nearly every denomination that had not a 
course all ready for use was planning one ; and that 
the final number would only be equaled fn the end 
by the differences in variety. Two convictions ob- 
truded themselves as the lunch adjournment was 
taken: that some differences seemed too great to be 
bridged ; and that Secretary Pearce had shown con- 
summate wisdom in bringing men and women of 
different views face to face. 

But that lunch-hour brought the opportunity, to 
each to think out his problem alone, if he would, or at 
least apart from formal discussion. And Dr. Brum- 
baugh prefaced the afternoon discussions with a 
written plan which he had worked out during the 
recess, Thisplan became the center of debate during 
the three hours of the afternoon session. 

For a time difficulties seemed to multiply. Some 
held that to recognize anything less than a two-year 


“course would be to. bring: discredit upon the whole 
‘plan. Said these: Shall we go before the educa- 


tional world and say that one will be looked upon as 
‘trained” for Sunday-school teaching who has: pur- 
sued less than the equivalent of two years’ special 
study and work? Will not educators smile at such 
a plan? Said others: Why offer as a first course 
that which is manifestly out of reach of those who 


‘will need to take a first course, or that which is: for- 


bidding in its length: or severity ? Is it worth while 
to have any course at all, if it’s out of reach of the 
majority ? 

The debate waxed warm. - Strong individualities 
these,—men and women with opinions. But; ‘too, 
men and women with warm hearts, and’ eager de- 
sires, and a fixed determination to reach ‘fhe right 
conclusion. Discussion was free and untrammeled; 
the professional pedagogue, the teacher of a training 
class, the editor, the. pastor, the field ‘secretary, the 
Sunday-school superintendent, each voiced his con- 
viction. Sometimes the sparks flew,.as when steel 
strikes steel; but the tension was as quickly relieved 
by some gracious concession or happy rejoinder 
Once a deadlock seemed probable, and the chairman 
arose and quietly stated this proposition: The ques- 
tion turns upon what is the /eas¢ that may be recog- 








nized as a first course, not the most. Let any gov- 
erning body choose a course as hard and as long as 
it will; but don’t deny the,privilege to some other 
body to select a simpler course for some other con- 
stituency. And then, in no uncertain tones, his voice 
was raised in fervent eloquence as he pleaded for unity, 
not difference. There was a movement; the threat- 
ened deadlock was broken. “The chairman’s memo- 
randum was called for, and the first of four sections 
was adopted—unanimously. The second, third, and 


fourth were read and adopted with not a dissenting © 


voice. Prolonged applause voiced earnest thanks. 
giving. Relaxation followed the hours of tense at- 
tention, Secretary Pearce rose, and the room became 
silent. He had a word to say, if he could find voice 
to say it. But, first, might he lead in prayer? If 
ever a prayer of thanksgiving found its way to the 
throne of grace, it was then; and he followed in a 
few words which made clear the important signifi- 
cance of a concerted action by bodies representing 
millions of constituents. As he sat down, some one 
started,‘ All hail the er of Jesus’ name,” and the 
first day’s session ended. 
The resolutions were these: 


It is the sense of this Conference in defining the min#- 
mum requirements for the standardized course for teacher- 
training that such minimum should include : 

Fifty lesson periods, of which at Jeast twenty should be 
devoted to the study of the Bible, and at least seven each 
to the study of the pupil, the teacher, and the Sunday- 
school. That two-years’ time should be devoted to this 
course, and in no case. should a diploma be granted for its 
completion in less than one year. 

That there should be an advanced course, including not 
less than one hundred lesson periods, with a minimum of 
forty lesson periods devoted to the study of the Bible, and 
of not less than ten ‘each to the study ot the pupil, the 
teacher, the Sunday-school, church history, missions, or 
kindred themes. That three-years’ time should be devoted 
to'this course, and in no case should a diploma be granted- 
for its completion in less than two years. 


Wednesday morning found little change in the 
personnel of the group; but new phases of the prob- 
lem were there, ready to claim solution, What should 
the first course be called? Not so easy to settle as it 
seemed, First course? First standard course? In- 
ternational training course? Elementary course? 
Preparatory course? Opinions were positive, but 
varied. Yet names were adopted in good season for 
the two courses: 

First Standard Course of Teacher-training. 

Advanced Standard Course of Teacher-training. 

Any text-book or course which passes the tests 
of the Committee on Education will be listed in an 
official circular under its proper designation, as a First 
or an Advanced course. 

The next question had several perplexing phases. 
What relation should exist between the efforts of the 
denominations and the efforts of the interdenomina- 
tional organized (state, provincial, or International) 
Sunday-school work (1) in enrolling students, (2) inen- 
couraging the work after it has started in the local 
class, (3) in recognition of attainment in graduation, 


and in the issuing of certificates or diplomas? Some ° 


felt that ‘all these items should be directly under the 
guidance and control of the denominational secre- 
taries; others that close co-operation between de- 
nomination and state Sunday-school association 
should mark certain points,—as, for instance, the 
issuing of a diploma; one great denomination an- 
nounced its determination to plan its own courses, 
but to have its graduates receive their diplomas from 
the International Sunday-school Association. This 
statement brought forth prolonged applause. The 
chairman guided the conference at this point espe- 
cially with marvelous skill. He was alert with sug- 
gestions, yet never insistent that these should be 
adopted. With keen insight he selected the convic- 
tions held in common by all, and built upon these, 
step by step, until a formal statement was made to 
which all could subscribe. Chaos was changed to 
cosmos; another resolution was shaped, and again 
prolonged applause followed its unanimous passage. 
The minute of this action reads: 


In the. matter of relating to each other varied methods 
and plans of recognition, gradation, etc., the sense of the 
Conference was expressed in the following unanimous votes : 

Favoring written examinations. 

That the International Sunday-School Association should 
register teacher-training classes with the proper denomina- 
tions, and that there should be the freest possible inter- 
change of ‘registration between the Association and the de- 
nominations. 

We declare it to be the responsibility of each denomination 
to promote to the utmost the training of teachers for the 


‘hymns and theirtunes. But fai 


” 45 


Sunday-school ; and that it is vital to the uplift of this work 
that the denominations have the cordial co-operation and 
support of the International Sunday-School Association. 


The further step was taken to provide for an annual 
conference hereafter for the consideration of other 
problems which might arise, this provision in the 
opinion of —t being the most epertent of all. 

Mr. .Marion Lawrance, General Secretary of the 
International Association, whose presence and counsel 
contributed so helpfully to it all, has said in a letter 
since the conference what will find a response in 
jae = A directions: ‘*‘ The more I think of our conference 
in Philadelphia, the bigger it gets. It was a great 
victory for the right ant best. It will do more to ad- 


‘vance the cause of teacher-training than any thing 


and all things that have been done. I find a feeling 
of gratitude in my heart to the Heavenly Father for 
his manifest leading.” 


PHILADELPHIA, 





With the New Books 





The books announced here, and any others, 

may be secured from The Sunday School 

Times Company at the retail prices, postage 
free, unless otherwise stated (as net). 





A Book of Children’s Occupations.— What ‘' Pleas- 
ant Sunday Afternoons for the Children” does for a 
single day in the week, ‘‘ What Shall We Do Now ?” 
does for the other six days. Four hundred pages tell 
of five hundred games and _ pastimes for country and 
city, for nursery and garden, for travelers, and for 
children at the seaside; and thechiid who plays alone 
is not forgotten. In addition to old favorites, many 
games are mentioned which will be new to most 
readers. The descriptions are easily followed, and 
the games are unobjectionable. The blank pages 
for the addition of games by the reader, and the very 
complete index, are valuable features. (What Shall 
We Do Now? By Dorothy Canfield and others. 
Stokes. $1.50; postage, 17 cents.) 


The Beginners’ Department.—One of the happiest 
additions to Sunday-school nomenclature of late is 
the term ‘‘ Beginners” as applied to the youngest 
children actually present ‘at the school Sessions. The 
name is a success, and ‘so ought such a department 
to be with ‘Miss’ Wray's little book in hand: The 


“primary departmentthat mingles: children of three 


years with those of eight or nine is obstructing its 
own work by permitting such unnatural conditions. 
The way out is to organize a Beginners’ Department. 
Miss Wray tells the reason for it, explains how to do 
it, details the equipments and program of proceedings, 
and helps the novice over hard places: generally. 
(The Beginners’ Department. By Angelina W. 
Wray. The Sunday School:Times Co. 50 cents net.) 


Home, School, and Vacation.—A cleverly written 
book, by a teacher of evident insight and experience, 
shows that the author has doubtless seen that much 
technical pedagogical’ philosphy is little more than 
words to many a teacher who cannot apply it in prac- 
tise. Miss Allen has therefore set down what she 
calls well-established commonplaces and essentials 
of sound education stripped of the ayes and noes of 
inconclusive discussion. She says many good things 
with clearness and force, albeit, it must be confessed, 
not without dogmatizing on what she holds to be 
true or not true. Any teacher really interested in 
his ns can hardly fail to get ideas as well as 
stimulus from this book, which means to be prac- 
tical or nothing. (Home, School, and Vacation. By 
Annie Winsor Allen. Houghton, Mifflin. $1.25.) 


Story of the Hymns and Tunes.—For some time 
before his death Hezekiah Butterworth had been 
working. on a revision of his oe yolumes on 

ing health compelled 
him to resign his work, and hand over the new ma- 





terial to his friend, the Rev. Theron Brown. The 


result of Mr Brown’s difficult labors now appears ina 
volume crowded with information about our sacred 
songs and the music commonly attached to them. 
Such a book cannot contain all the compositions, and 
most persons will therefore regret certain omissions 
and wish for less brevity in some mentions. But it is 
safe to say that a large proportion of readers will be 
little short of::amazed at the omission of Duffield’s 
‘*Stand up for Jesus.”. Perhaps it is an unaccount- 
able accident.. Every layman, and of course every 
minister, ought to cultivate a love for hymnology, and 
this book is the latest and one of the completest helps 
now accessible. It divides the hymns into fourteen 
general groups. Eacli author and composer is bio- 
graphically:sketched or noted, and his best or speci- 
men work treated in a measure (though often very 
briefly) historically and critically. Three indexes 


‘add greatly to the value of a very useful and com- 


mendable book, (Zhe Story of the Hymns and 
Tunes. By Theron Brown and Hezekiah Butter- 
worth. American Tract Society. $1.50, net; post- 
age, 18 cents.) 
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To Your 
Summer School 
Without Money Cost 


HY NOT. GO? You will get inspiration for your 
work.’* It is time well spent. 

There are many such schools for Christian workers— 
with sessions of a week or ten days or. longer—under 
expert leaders. 

Let us send you a list of such schools, together with a 
plan by which we are prepared to pay your expenses in 
return for—but will you ask about it? Then we can tell 
you the whole story. 


The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Ras, 











Paul 
Constantine 
Bernard and 
Luther 


Four Princes 
of the Church 


By James A. B. Scherer, LL.D. 
Being the Story of the Christian Church Centered Around Four Tyr2s 
NEW ILLUSTRATED EDITION 


‘‘ Of the liveliest interest. As a book of reference the volume will have its piace 
in the library, and as a story it will claim a place alongside the historical novet.’’ 
—Boston Transcript. 


PRINCES tells the truth that is stranger than fiction with a directness and 
niovement that chains the reader's attention and warms his heart from start 
to finish,— Christian Advocate. 


LAN is carried out most ably. The author has accomplished a great work. 
— Christian Observer. 


in the history of the Church, and ‘also for the four great racial influences 
that have given form to organized Christianity.— Zhe Outlook. 


|: HAS a striking idea. 


R’ PRESENTATIVE characters are selected to stand for the efficient factors 


This book will make the subject more vivid and 

interesting to many readers, and thus lead them into the pleasure and power 

of a fuller knowledge.— Henry van Dyke. 

EVER will the day come when these four characters will cease to attract 
and charm men.—Nushville American. 


H#tURCH HISTORY is here made so attractive that one is loath to put the 
book aside until it has been read from cover to cover, and then the story 
lingers as a great and speaking reality.— Lutheran Visitor. 

XTRAORDINARY interest.—Philadelphia Press. 

XCEEDINGLY broad and fair.— Pittsburg Gazette. 

XCELLENT in pian and execution.—Bishop Candler. 

TIMULATING and helpful.— The Standard. 

ERVES admirably to introduce to the-treasures of church history. The 
story is one of ixtense human interest.—Epworth Herald. 


reports ‘' ¢remendous endorsement.'' Bound in royal colors, with gilt 


One religious publishing house placed an order for 1,250 copies, and 
a tops, it makes a beautiful gift book. Four illustrations. 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Ping-ti’s Discoveries 
By Ruth Winant 


RANDFATHER Fang had died, and 
that left thirteen-year-old Ping-ti and 
his grandmother who was over eighty, 

alone in the wee wooden house on the hill- 
side of Nan-yang. Alone, that is, save for 
the occasional visits of Uncle Han-chu, This 
was two years ago, when outside their home, 
by his grandfather’s grave, faithful grandma 
Fang daily burned paper money, so that her 
husband might not be in want in the spirit 
world to which she supposed he had gone. 
And to his grave she hobbled twice a day on 
her three and a half inch feet to leave him a 
bowl of food lest he be hungry ; while before 
a piece of wood, called an ancestor tablet, 
her oldest son, Han-chu bowed reverently 
upon each visit, to worship his father’s 
spirit. 

Ping-ti was a live boy, and he doubted the 
commonsense of these doings. In the dead 
of a memorable night he crept into the yard 
where the grave lay, to see if grandfather 
Fang’s spirit rose from the ground to eat the 
rice and fruit placed there, or, with trembling 
fingers to grasp the paper money. How 
creepy he felt out alone under the stars! He 
never forgot it. Ten minutes, twenty minutes 
—still he watched, straining his eyes in the 
darkness. An hour passed, and in the dead 
sllence a frightened rat scurrying across the 
ground alone broke the stillness, and made 
Ping-ti’s heart beat like a trip-hammer. But 
no angry spirit came to condemn the mid- 
night-watcher, or to take the food prepared. 

Ping-ti slipped back into the house, con- 
vinced that he was a discoverer, and that his 
discovery that spirits didn’t need things of this 
world, was one that would shake the empire 
were it known. 

A few days after this the tenants at the end 
of the winding street moved out, and in the 
rubbish left Ping-ti found an ancestral tab- 
| let, 


‘* T wonder,’’ he thought, *‘ if oneof a man’s 
three spirits really lives in that piece of wood, 
after his death ?”’ 

Often, before he had wondered when he 
saw Uncle Han-chu bow before the tablet of 
his grandfather. Now, as he questioned, he 
grew more bold, and finally decided to light 
the tablet and see what would- happen. 
Gingerly he started the flame, but the wood 
was wet, and it sputtered and groaned like a 
living thing, until in terror the boy dropped 
it and fled, as if for his life. Then, ashamed 
of his folly, he came back, a few moments 
later, to find the revered tablet a mound of 
smouldering ashes. Spellbound, he watched 
them, then with a twig poked the dying 
embers, but no angry spirit jumped forth to 
denounce his desecration. 

So Ping-ti recorded discovery number two ; 
that ancestors do nat live in tables of wood ; 
a discovery that would touch almost every 
Chinese home. 

This was the beginning. The'end came 
when a missionary, a woman almost ‘as old 
as grandmother Fang, came to tell them what 
did happen to those who die ; ‘and: she told 
of the place Jesus has gone to prepare, a 
happy home with every need supplied. And 
both grandmother Fang and Ping-ti believed 
it, nodding approvingly. as the messenger of 
Jesus told the glad news ; and they accepted 
Jesus Christ that day. 

Then no more need sham money be burned 
at the grave of the grandfather. No more 
need the tired, tiny feet of grandmother Fang 
climb the steep steps leading away from the 
house to the grave. And no.more did the 
ancestral tablet reign supreme in the home. 
But on the shelf where the tablet had stood, 
Ping-ti,; one Sunday, placed seven chop- 
sticks. Each day he removed one, until 
there was only one stick left. By this 
these two new disciples knew what day was 
the Lord’s day, for the storés and theaters do 
not close at’ Nan-yang on Sunday. Thus 
Ping-ti made another discovery ; .and never 
again was the Sabbath forgotten in. that 
home. 

Just one more discovery. It was in the 
early morning, and Ping-ti, Bible in hand, 

was spelling out the words, and ‘looking for 
a verse to learn, when he found this : 

**For unto usa child is born; unto’ usa 
son is given’: and. the -government” shall: be 
upon his’ shoulder and his name shall be 
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called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.’’ 

‘* Why, that is. what Ping-ti means, the 
* Prince of Peace,’ the boy shouted.’’ 

And with a wild whoop of delight, he 
bounded into his grandmother’s room ex- 
claiming : 

**I’ve made a discovery: Jesus and me 
have the very same name !”’ 

And Grandmother Fang’s joy was so great 
that she never even stopped to correct his 
grammar. 


New York Ciry. 
< 


The. Busy Man’s Corner 


(Continued from page 42) 


way. Make up your mind to this, The 
gospel is all it claims to be, or it is the 
meanest trick ever played on dying men. 
No half-way place. No death-bed attendant 
ever doubts the gospel’s truth, even if he 
doesn’t accept it. Only last week a non- 
Christian doctor, at the death-bed of a friend 
of mine who was peacefully and hopefully 
passing on to glory, exclaimed, with deep 
feeling: ‘‘He has something I wish I had.”” 
Yes, he is the Messiah. He has tome and 
told us all things. What does it mean to 
‘you? What are you going to do about it? 
(Matt. 27 : 22.) Will you accept or crucify? 


Come, see a man, who told me all things 
that ever I did (v. 29). How would you 
like to meet such a man? I do not care to 
meet him myself. Suppose all your life was 
printed in big black letters on your heart 
(and it is: Rom, 2: 14, 15), and, you were 
glass, would you go up on Main Street, or 
slip up the alleys? ‘*Stay home up garret,’’ 
would you, George? Well, I guess! Some 
time ago I was conducting special meetings 
in my Rock Run Chapel. At the close of 
the meeting a woman who had lived in our 
family when I was a boy, long before my 
Sunday-school teaching days, came up to me 
and said, with tears in her eyes; ‘* Will 
Ridgway, to think that I should live to see 
the day and you a preacher!’’ And forth- 
with she started to tell me and the bystanders 
‘‘all things that ever I did,’> ‘*Ma 
said J, ‘‘the Will Ridgway that used 'to 
make your life miserable is dead and gone, 
—but how’s the husband and family?’’ Yes, 
indeed, we want.to change the subject,—we 
don’t want to hear the things that we did. 
But unless we are born again, we must some 
day (2 Cor. §: 10; Rev. 20: 12; Matt. 
13: 41, 42). 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 








Banished 
Coffee Finally Had to Go 


The way some persons cling to coffee 
even after they know it is doing them 
harm, is a puzzler. But it is an easy 
matter- to give it up for good, when 
Postum Food coffee is properly made 
and used instead. 

A girl writes: ‘* Mother had been suffer- 
ing with nervous headaches for seven 
weary years, but kept drinking coffee. 

‘* One day I asked her why she did not 
give up coffee as a cousin of mine had 

one who had taken to Postum. But 

Mother was such a slave to coffee she 
thought it would be terrible to give it 
up. 
z Finally, one day, she made the change 
to Postum, and quickly her headaches 
disappeared. One morning while she 
was drinking Postum so freely and with 
such relish, I asked for a taste. 

‘Phat started me on Postum and I 
now drink it more freely than I did coffee, 
which never comes into our house now. 

‘“‘A girl friend of mine, one day, saw 
me drinking Postum and asked if it was 
coffee. . I told her it was Postum and 
gave her sometotake home, but forgot 
to tell her how to make it. 

** The next day she said she did not 
see how [could drink Postum: I found 
she had made it like ordinary: coffee. 
So I.told. her how. to make it right and 
gave her a cupful I made, after boiling 
it. fifteen minutes. She said she never 
drank any coffee that tasted as good, 
and now coffee is banished from both our 
homes:""" Name given by Postum Co., 
Battle Creek, ‘Michigan. 

Read -the=littlesbook ‘‘The Road toa 
Weliviile”: in pkgs. - ‘*‘ There’s' a ‘Rea- 
son.” 
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LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 9 (John 4: 1-42) 





What Superintendents Are Doing 








“Card System ”’ Distribution 
HIS much the ‘card system’ of dis- 
tributing papers has done for our Sun- 
day-school : We have the attention of 
pupils during closing exercises; they get 
their papers every Sunday, whether in at- 
tendance or not; we save enough by the 
sending of but one paper of a kind to a 
family to supply each family represented 
with our best denominational paper and one 
copy of either a boys’ or a girls’ paper. 
We buy calendered cards two by four 
inches, and. print them on a_ typewriter, 
using a form as follows : 





NUMBER 6 
JONES 
W-B-G 











The number used is always a class num- 
ber, and serves as a guide to the secretary, 
who first sorts the cards by classes, and then 
distributes to the respective teachers, The 
name enables the teacher to locate the 
scholar for whom the card is intended when 
distribution is made at close of the lesson 
study. The name also signifies that ‘‘ Jones ’’ 
in this case is the eldest of his family in the 
school, and by virtue of which is entitled to 
all the papers for the family. The letters 
indicate to the secretary what kinds of papers 
to give in exchange for the card, which last 
is presented by the holder thereof imme- 
diately after dismission of the school, 
** Jones ’’ gets the ‘family ’’ paper, as do all 
others presenting cards, but in the excm- 





le given ‘‘ Jones’? gets both a boy’s and | 
ple £ g y 


a girl’s paper, as there is at least himself and 
a sister enrolled in the school. It will be 
observed that families represented by girls 
only or boys only would in either event re- 
ceive but two papers, If ‘‘Jones’’ for any 
reason should be absent on a Sunday, the 








Erratic Fanatics 
Furnish Frolicsome Fun for Folks 


He threw the paper to the floor, a 
faint tinge of color spreading over his 
sallow face and showing through the 
thin straggly whiskers. With a high- 
keyed nasal snarl, he said : 

‘* It just makes me scotching mad; I'll 
never buy or have to doin any way with 
an article or thing using the name of a 
biblical character, so there.”’ 


‘« That seems to let out a man with my | 


name,” his brother ‘‘ Benjamin” re- 
marked, while his round, ruddy, smiling 
face showed the value of a sweet and 
natural disposition, contrasting strongly 
with the ultra-religious and fanatical 
brother, always on the lookout for trou- 
ble. 

That evening, at dinner, Ben sud- 
denly stopped his skinny brother as he 
started to bite into a piece of delicious 
‘* Angel’s Food.” . 

Some one at the table took up the 
water-pitcher and asked him if he would 
have some ‘‘Adam’s Ale” and roly- 
poly Ben prodded him with: 

‘*T suppose you will have to go to the 
Dr. and have your ‘Adam’s Apple’ cut 
off, if you want to be consistent, and of 
course you will have to give up your trip 
to St. Augustine this winter. Think 
how awfully it must grate on the nerv- 
ous people who have to live in St. Paul, 
Los Angeles, and other placesinnocently 
carrying biblical names. 

‘‘ And think again of the thoughtless 
and sacrilegious persons who erect build- 
ings of steel made in ‘ Bethlehem,’ Pa. 

‘‘You can never have the healing help 
of ‘St. Jacob’s Oil.” Never see a foot- 
ball game played by the ‘Sons of Eli,’ 
never sail on the steamer ‘St. Paul,’ 
and. never taste ‘ Elijah’s Manna,’ ”’ 


A lot of good things in this world take | 


their name from the Bible. 
It is truly a mark of respect to name 
a good article after a good man. 
Morat.— Genuine piety respects the 
prophets and the worthy people, places, 
and things named after them. 














card would be given to his sister, or if both 
were absent, then ‘‘ Jones’ ’’ teacher would 
either present the card herself, get the papers, 
and deliver them, or ask one of her class to 
attend to it.—H. EZ. Sudlow, Sherrard, Jil. 


2 ; 
Effective Newspaper Publicity 


DITORS of newspapers are sometimes 
criticized because they seem unwilling 
to give religious notes and news in their 

columns, Sometimes, however, it happens 
that the editors most criticized are perfectly 
willing to print a little religious matter, if 
copy is furnished, In some towns pastors 
and Sunday-schoo! superintendents have in 
this way been able to secure the insertion of 
a brief summary of the lesson for the next 
Sunday in the weekly paper, or the daily of 
Saturday. But the privilege has sometimes 
been withdrawn because the contributors 
were not careful to observe the editor’s 
limitations as to number of words allowed, 
and time of sending in copy. 

In a Canada town where there are fif- 
teen churches, a layman, knowing of the 
readiness of the editors té print a synopsis of 
the lesson, begged some of the pastors to 
furnish the copy. Several made a begin- 
ning, but they were not ready to be on time 
with their work, or they insisted on writing 
three or four times as much as could be used. 
At last, although he felt that he was not the 
man for the task, the layman took up the 
work himself. He asked the editors to state 
definitely the space they were willing to give 
him, —then he made it a point to keep 
within his limit. For the assigned space— 
six to eight inches in the church-notice col- 
umn—he furnished an article packed with 
suggestion. For one paper he writes a gen- 
eral summary of the lesson; in the other he 
gives the lesson’s missionary meaning. So 
where other men fail, the careful layman is 
succeeding, He writes: ‘‘I would gladly 
retire in favor of a younger scribe, being past 
threescore and ten.’’ ‘There is a suggestion 
here for superintendents. Would it not be 
worth while to see if other editors are willing 


| to print brief comments on the lessons ? 


% 
Our Superintendent 


N the first place, he is our superintendent, a 
real man. We love him, and he loves us. 
If we make mistakes, he overlooks them, 

and if he makes them, we do the same. 

He is careful about his personal appear- 
ance. His linen is clean, his clothes care- 
fully brushed, and his finger-nails attended 
to. There is never a worker in the school 
who has had need to be mortified when he 
stood on the platform beside any man. Who 
can measure what it has meant to our boys 
as they have grown to young manhood to 
have him before them as an object-lesson. 

Then he is courteous, that fine courtesy 
which makes the gentleman. I do not 
know whether it is inborn or acquired, but 
itis there. The-smallest boy in the school 
is sure of his ‘* Please ’’ or ‘* Thank you ”’ for 
a service done, the most poorly-dressed girl 
on the street of a courteous lifting of the hat. 
Any special work done in the school means 
a kindly note of thanks, He never interrupts 
a teacher during a lesson period. If he goes 
into a department while some one is talking, 
he stands -silent until that one has finished, 
and does not carry on a half-audible conver- 
sation with another person. If a solo is be- 
ing sung or an address being made, his 
folded arms and look of attention, as he 


stands leaning against a pillar or sits on the | 


platform, are worth all the call-bells obtain- 
able to secure order. 

He is sympathetic. _ If sickness or death 
comes to a member of the school, he calls or 
sends a note. -He has had sorrow himself, 
therefore understands the sorrow of others ; 
he has known what it is to struggle, so can 





feel with those who are struggling ; he has | 


gained success, and can tell others how to 
gain it. 
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for the development of men, and when he | 
hears of anything he thinks would be of help 
to a boy, he writes to him at once. 

He believes a school should be run as a 
business, and watches the details. If a de- 
partment is falling below its standard, he 
goes to’ the head of that department and 
tells him frankly what he has noticed, and 
suggests ways remedying it. He. never 
attempts to run a department through the 
teachers or subordinate officers, but goes 
directly to the head, and makes his sugges- 
tions through him. He gives each person 
freedom in working out the details of his 
work, but holds him accountable for results. 
He is generous in his praise of others, and 
hglds himself in the background as much as 
possible. He believes it better to put ten 
men to work, and let each get his own‘glory, 
than to do the work of ten men and get ten 
men’s glory. He is always on time, and 
expects others to be so. If an officer or 
teacher is away, a reason is expected. He 
believes it better to combine two classes and 
= in charge of one good teacher than to 

ave a class in charge of a poor teacher. He 
always has his program written out before 
the school session. He does not nag. 

If he makes a mistake, he is quick to re- 
pair it; if he blames any one unjustly, is not 
only willing, but makes an opportunity to 
apologize, If it be officer, teacher, scholar, 
or,janitor, he makes it right not only for the 
sake of the other person, but because of his 
own manhood. When any one comes to 
him with a story of something said or done 
by another, he takes it immediately to the 
person accused, 

And above all, he is a Christian man. 
Like Paul of Tarsus, a ‘ bond-servant of 
Jesus Christ,’’ not ashamed of his friend and 
Master, ready to talk about him at all times. 
—M. A. M. 








[ Worth Repeating 





The Letters I Have Not Sent 


Amos R. Wells, The Christian Endeavor World. 


and long, 
With righteously wrathful intent, 
Not ‘a stroke undeserved nor a censure too 
strong ; 
And some, alas !.some of them went / 


| IIAVE written them, keen, and sarcastic, 


I have written them, challenging, eager to fight. 
All hot with a merited ire ; P 

And some of them chanced to be kept over 

night; , 

And mailed, the next day,—in the fire ! 

Ah, blessed the letters that happily go 
On errands of kindliness bent ; 

But much of my peace and my fortune I owe 
To the letters I never have sent. 


b 


Lincoln in Sunday-School 


HILE in New York just before his 
election to the presidency, Abraham 
Lincoln visited the Five Points Sun- 

day-school. The following account by one 
of the teachers is quoted in Barrett’s *‘ Life 
of Abraham Lincoln’’; Our Sunday-school 
in the Five Points was assembled one Sun- 
day morning, a few months since, when I 
noticed a tall and remarkable-looking man 
enter the room and take a seat among us. 
He listened with fixed attention to our exer- 
cises, and his countenance manifested such 
genuine interest that I approached him and 
suggested that he might be willing to say 
something to the children. He accepted 
the invitation with evident pleasure, ‘and 
coming forward began a simple address, 
which at once fascinated every little hearer 
and hushed the room into silence.“ His lan- 
guage was strikingly beautiful and his tones 
musical with intensest feeling. The little 
faces around would droop into sad conviction 
as he uttered sentences of warning, and 
would brighten into sunshine as he spoke 
words of cheerful promise. Once or twice 
he attempted to close his remarks, but the 
imperative shout of ‘‘Go on!’’ ‘*Oh, do go 
on!’ would compel him to resume. As I 
looked upon the gaunt and sihewy frame of 
the stranger, and marked his powerful head 
and determined features, now touched into 


He is: the friend of the young men | softness by the impressions of the moment, I 


in his school, and ‘they go to him to ask | felt an irrepressible curiosity to learn sume- 
about changing positions, about the work | thing more about him, and when he was 
they are best fitted for, and about business | quietly leaving the room, I begged to know 


investments, 
time, influence, and advice, 


He is always ready to give | his name. 
He is watching ‘ Abra’m Lincoln, from Illinois !’’ 


He’ courteously replied, ‘* It is 
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Burpee’s 
“Seeds that Grow” 


are the Best Seeds that can be Grown. 
We do the testing— You run no risk | 
If you garden, you should study 


‘*The Leading American 
Seed Catalog’’ 


A postal card will bring you a copy by return mail. 
W. ATLEE BURPEE & CO., 
Seed Growers, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Missionary Studies 
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Edited by George H. Trull 


These small, inexpensive books are written es- FF 
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scholars. They are issued in three series, and 
the second and third series in two grades each, 
Junior and Senior. 

t 20--cents each, postpaid, ro or more 
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Subscription Rates 
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This lean M. D. is Doctor Brown, 
Who fares but ill in Spotless Town. 
The town is so extremely clean 

It is no wonder he is lean. 

He’s lost all patients now, you know, 
Because they use SAPOLIO. 


Health and dirt cannot exist to- 

ther. If'a housewife wants the 

octor in frequent: attendance, and 
big bills coming in constantly, all she 
has to do is to let the dirt get ahead of 
her. If, on the contra@ty, she wants 
health, and a pleasant home with no 
dread of Doctors, let her, buy 


SAPOLIO 


and easily keep every thing clean. 

















Pews, Pulpits, Altar Chairs 
 Sunday-school Seats, portable 

- Chairs,,collection plates, com- 
nmrunion tables, lodgé farniture, 
ete. Ask.for big catalog No. 59. 


ok, ered Ree Lee 
INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 


Made of several materials. Write 
for particulars. Ask for catalogue 
No.at. George’ H. Springer, 
Manager, 258 and 260 Washing- 
ton Street, Boston, Mass. 














BELLE “== 


Peal UcSuane Bu. Foonsny Co., Bactusone, Ma., U.S.A 





Send ten cents for a sample set of The 
Sunday School Times Lesson Pictures 


Revived at Last 


Emaciated Woman Restored by 
Proper Food 


The amount of harm done from eat- 
ing food which lacks the nourishing ele- 
ments or is in such form that the system 
can’t absorb it, is much greater than 
many persons even suspect. 

The harm can’t be corrected by 
drugs either. There must be a complete 
change in the dietary—the cause of the 
trouble must be removed. 

‘‘T have been aconstant sufferer from 
stomach trouble,constipation and neural- 
gia, for the past 14 years,” writes a 
Mich. lady, ‘‘and the past year became 
tired of life,of everybody and everything, 

‘The best doctors and several weeks 


porary relief. Finally an attack of the 
| grippe caused me to give up hope of ever 

Sing wellagain. I was growing weaker 
} and more emaciated every day. 





some predigested food,as nothing would 
stay on my stomach. .My husband sent 
for some Grape-Nuts, of which I ate a 
little with milk, and then awaited the 
usual results. 

‘* My stomach did not reject this food, 
and from that time on for several weeks, 
I lived on Grape-Nuts and milk. I felt 
no pain whatever in my stomach, my 
health gradually came back and in five 
weeks | gained 25 pounds. I derived 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, February 9, 1908. Ministering 
to strangers and the sick (Matt. 25: 
31-46). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MoN.—Loving the stranger (Deut. 10 : 
18, 19). 

‘lUES.—Hospitality (1 Tim. 5 : 1-10). 

WED.—Brotherly love (Heb. 13 : 1-3). 

‘THURS.—Jesus and the sick (Luke 4 : 38- 


41). 
Fri.—The calling committee (Jas. 5 : 13- 


15). 
SatT.—Christ's command (Matt. 10 : 5-15). 





| that it was built for the poor of the city with- 











What committees should minister to 
a= art and how? 

Tell of some good Christian Endeavor 
hospital work. : 

Tell how Endeavorers have looked after 
the sick of the church, 


T WAS a great city hospital, on dispens- 
ary day. Outside were baby carriages 
and worn wheeled chairs. Inside the 

benches of the room were crowded with men, 
women, and children, many of them little 
suffering bodies, Around the room were 
numbered doors opening into the smaller 
rooms where the attending physicians were 
seeing the patients and prescribing for them, 
At one end the doctor in charge was seeing | 
the people as they came in and giving them 
slips indicating in front of which door they | 
should await their turn. At the other end | 
the dispensers were giving out the medi- | 
cines which were called for by the prescrip- 
tions. It was a busy scene, and no Christian | 
could look upon it without joy that the Spirit 
of Christ had created the institution which 
bore upon its walls the name of a great 
Christian church, and under it the statement 





our regard to color, race, or creed. Before 
Christ came, where were there such institu- 
tions with such open rejection of the great 
separating divisions of men? Where are 
there any to-day save where Christ has gone 
before and created them ? 

The earthly life of Christ was a constant 
ministry to human suffering. It was not that 
Christ deemed the body the important thing. 
He did not. It seemed to him of very minor 
significance. But the soul of man was in | 





| his body. . It was to be reached while in the | 


| times when Christ was here. 
| here, 


at a Sanitarium afforded me only tem- | 


‘At last a doctor advised me to try | 


more strength from Grape-Nuts than I | 


ever did from a meat and potato diet.” 
‘* There's a Reason.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘*The Road to 
Weliville,” in pkgs. 


body. It was to be reached through the 
doors of the body. That was one side. On | 
the other, if the Spirit of God was in men it 
must express itself. It could only express 
itself in act. If God needed a world in 
which to utter his love, men who have that 
love in them must fill the world with it. Our 
human service, accordingly, even of body, is 
a spiritual service because it is a reaching 
after the spirit of man, and a reaching out of 
the Spirit of God. 

We often long to have been back in the 
But Christ is 
He has always been here. Every 
call of human need is his call. It is calling 
in the cry from Macedon. For— 


| 


“In that cry from Macedon 
The very call of Christ rolls on. 
‘I come, who would abide my stay 
In yonder wilds prepare my way. 
My voice is crying in their cry, 
Help ye the dying, lest they die.’ "’ 


And it is so in every nearer call. The 
voice of the child in the city streets, the 





are 
A Great Class Builder 


**] have made an experiment with 


PELL’S 
NOTES 


for use in adult classes, and find there is 
nothing like it for building up a class, both in 
interest and numbers.”—W. E. SEYMOUR, 
VALPARAISO, IND. 


Ask for a sample of this unique lesson help. 


ROBERT HARDING CO., Richmond, Va. 


All the world’s books and Sunday-school supplies 
in addition to our own. 
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B'BLICAL COURSE By Mail. Write Pres. C. J. 
Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, lowa. 
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BRONCHIAL 





Free from harmful drugs. Re- 
lieve coughs and hoarseness. 
Relieve Asthma. 








Introduce yourself to some of the ad- 
vertisers whose goods you want by men- 
tioning The Sunday School Times when 
you write, 

















Classified Advertising 
Agents Wanted 


AGENTS—$300 every month selling our wonderful 
seven-piece kitcl set. Send for sworn state- 

ment of f12 daily 8 xelusiye territory. Outfit 

free. S. Thomas Mfg. Co., 185 F. St., Dayton, O. 


For Bible Students 














ADDRESS ON DEVELOPMENT OF THE, 


MEMORY. Mailed free to introduce educational 
works. Mention this paper for leaflets on Memorizing 
Gorepeare. The Memory Library, 14 Park Place, New 

| Ork. 





> 4 
Motion Pictures 
MOTION PICTURE MACHINES, Film Views, 
Magic Lanterns, Slides, and similar Wonders For 
Sale. Catalogue Free. We also Buy Magic Picture 


Machines, Films, Slides, etc. Harbach & Company, 
809 Filbert Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


on Financial 


Sx PER CENT guaranteed investment secured by 

$2,000,000.00 assets. ver half’ million dollars 
mee investors during past 12 years. Write for book- 
et. New York Realty Owners Co., Suite 500, 489 
Fifth Avenue, New York. 











(Lesson for Feb. 9) JANUARY 25, 1908 











The best place for rest 
or recreation or recupera- 
tion at this season is 


ATLANTIC CITY 


and the new Fireproof 


CHALFONTE 


is especially well equipped 
to supply the wants of those 
who come to secure them. 


Write for Illustrated Folder 
and Rates to 


THE LEEDS COMPANY 


ALWAYS OPEN 


ON THE BEACH 














Lesson 
Pictures 
for the 


Older 
Scholars 


A picture for each lessson, 
and a useful map of Pales- 
tine. Teachers of adult 
classes find them very 
helpful. Ask for a set of 
“Lesson Pictures,” 10 
cents, postpaid. 
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foreign speech of the immigrant newly come, 
the voice of the stranger and the sick: all | 
these are only tones of the voice of Christ. 
He said so himself. i \ 
The judgment, as Christ described it, will 
be a huge surprise. Those whom he will 
condemn and those whom he will accept will 
be alike amazed. Neither will know that | 
they had been tried in their attitude to Christ, 
and had been already rejecting or serving 
him in small human services which they will | 
have utterly forgotten. Christ is to judge | 
life then by the tests which life is meeting 
now in unnoficed and inconspicuous op- | 
portunities. | 
May not Christ be passing by this very 
moment ? 
May it not be Christ we are rebuffing in 
those harsh words we are just speaking toa 
child ? 
Are we sure that it would be inconvenient 
to see and hear Christ to-day ? 





of the Bible. 





— 


Studies in 
Oriental Social Life 


By H. Clay Trumbull 
437 pages; 30 illustrations 


This book is a classified treatment of certain phases 
of Oriental life and methods of thought, vivified by per- 
sonal experiences in the East. : 

The thirty illustrations in the book are reproductions 
in half-tone from photographs. 

The usetulness of this book is greatly enhanced by full 
topical and Scripture indexes. Price, Sr.50, net, postpaid. 


The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. | 








HE words of the Bible gain in clearness and depth 
when read in the light of the manners and customs 














